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Martyn Cooling
Mottram Evangelical Church
and
Hattersley Community Church
are interdependent churches who seek to be
evangelical in their understanding and
charismatic in their experience. Together we
live to glorify God, serve his church and
reach his world.
Insight is the monthly newsletter, prepared
by Margaret and Stephen Winfield and
published in print and on-line by Mottram
Evangelical Church, Stalybridge Road,
Mottram, Hyde, Cheshire. SK14 6NF. Tel.
01457 764113.
Articles for inclusion should be submitted
before the deadline indicated on the ’diary
dates’ page. Contributions should be sent to
4, Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
We do ask that contributors submit their
name for inclusion with submissions, as
personal contributions are accepted on the
understanding that they are not necessarily
the opinions of the Editors or the Church
Elders.
Church Child Protection Policy
All church children’s and young people’s
work is carried out by personnel who have
undergone disclosures and in accordance
with the Church’s Child Protection Policy. To
view this policy please call 01457 764113.’

On the cover
Chris Pearson celebrates
Living Stones this month
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Pastor, Mottram Evangelical Church

One of the most challenging
requirements of Heaven’s Kingdom
lifestyle is Jesus’ command to love
our enemies.
The natural fallen human disposition for
revenge, to get even with those who
have hurt us, makes this quality of mercy
towards offenders impossible to maintain
without the Spirit’s empowering. And yet
it is vital that we develop this capacity to
love our enemies and our neighbours in
a world that reviles, persecutes and
utters all kinds of falsehood and evil
against Christians on account of their
faith in Christ.
Towards whom does this
commandment insist that you extend
love and mercy today?
And what might that mercy look like in
practice?
Jesus emphasised two ways in which we
can express love towards those who
oppose believers. Firstly, we are
instructed to pray for them (Matthew
5:44). Could this really mean that we ask
for God’s blessing on those who are
against us? That we seek their welfare
before God? That we pray for God’s
mercy and intercede for them, that they
might repent and turn toward God in faith
for forgiveness and restoration? That we
play a role in revealing God’s kindness?
This certainly seems to be the point that
Jesus made in Luke’s account: “Love
your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you”.
(Luke 6:27).
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Leviticus 19, where the requirement to
love our neighbour originated,
recommends loving actions such as:
 intentionally setting aside our wealth
to give to the poor;
 dealing honestly and truthfully with
one another, not lying or cheating;
 settling our debts on time, and acting
with justice towards everyone;
 refusing to slander or malign the
character of another person;
 not bearing a grudge against
someone who has offended us;
 honouring and caring for the elderly
within our community;
 welcoming immigrants and
generously treating them as our own.

there is a final reason I think that Jesus
says, 'Love your enemies.' It is this: that
love has within it a redemptive power.
And there is a power there that
eventually transforms individuals.” “Love
is the only force capable of transforming
an enemy into a friend.”
Let us remember that while we still
hostile towards God and sinful rebels,
God lavished his rich mercy on us,
sending his beloved Son to bear the
guilt, shame and punishment for our sin
so that we could become God’s friends.
So, let’s be kind to the unkind. Let’s
make it our aim to bless a hostile
world with the same manner of love
with which we have been blessed!

Martin Luther King, in commenting on the
need to love our enemies, said “Now
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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From The Message Bible
Let me tell you why you are
here. You’re here to be saltseasoning that brings out the
God-flavours of this earth. If
you loose your saltiness, how
will people taste godliness?
You’re here to be light
bringing out the God-colours
in the world. I’m putting you
on a light-stand, not hiding
you under a bucket, soSHINE! Then you’ll prompt
people to open up with God.
Matthew 5 v13a-15
The Message Bible,
Gwen Taylor

Christians are not
meant to just try and do
good, be nice and help
the world work a little
better.
They are to act as
signposts to another
order, another way of
life, another kingdom,
which can be glimpsed
in this world but has not
yet arrived completely.

Every marriage matters! And marriage is
under incredible pressure in our society.
We want to give the opportunity this autumn
for couples to invest in and enrich their
relationships together.
We shall be running 4 Sunday evening sessions (7 pm – 9pm) aimed at helping
us to build marriages that thrive, using material prepared by Care for the Family.
The dates are as follows: 17th Sep, 15th Oct, 19th Nov and 10th Dec.
These sessions are for those who have good marriages and want to build even
better ones. And they are for those who have hit a rocky patch and want to find
ways of rekindling love and rebuilding trust.
Spaces are limited to 8 couples, so first come, first served. Please contact Liz
Benstead to reserve a place.
We shall be repeating these sessions in 2018 so that couples with children can
share child-minding arrangements. If you are willing to serve others by offering to
child-mind, please let Liz B. know!

Graham Tomlin
From ‘The Provocative Church’
SPCK 2002.
Gwen Taylor
Come along to our retro cinema experience and soak up the nostalgic atmosphere,
the warm welcome and the smell of popcorn!

Movies dates in September

Youth Film: Friday 15th @ 6.30 pm
Family Movies: Saturday 16th @ 10am
Sunday Screening: Sunday 17th @ 6.30pm
Hollywood classic: Monday 18th @ 2pm

Mighty Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 9th September
from 8 to 9.45.
Please let Martyn Catterall know if you will be there
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Next Insight Copy Deadline
Sunday 17th September
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*FREE ENTRY * Doors open 15 minutes earlier*
*Refreshments available* Ice-cream interval with each
showing*
Due to licencing rules and to keep the showings free, we are unable to advertise the actual films being
screened outside of individual emails or our premises.
Email ‘count me in’ to movies@mottramec.co.uk for film details or see posters in church foyer
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Mottram Matters
Daytime Small Group

Jigsaw: understanding your unique God-given shape!

The Daytime Small Group will recommence on
Wednesday 6th September between 1030 – 1200 noon,
and will meet each week during school term-time.

God has designed the
church, the Body of
Christ, in such a way that
“everyone gets to play”, a
biblical concept which the
reformers recovered and
called “the priesthood of
all believers”. It was never
God’s intention that the
church should be run by a
few professional clergy.

The group will follow the same theme as the other
groups and will provide an opportunity for prayer, Bible,
ministry and friendship with refreshments.
Please contact Martyn or Liz Benstead if you want
further information but consider this a warm invitation
to you to come along and join in the fun!

Prayer & Vision Evenings
Our next Prayer & Vision evening will be on Wednesday
20th September, 2000 – 2130, at MEC.
Our United Prayer and Vision gatherings are a monthlyish opportunity for members of both congregations to
meet together in a more informal setting for worship,
devotions, seeking God in prayer and reminding
ourselves of the “lengthen and strengthen” vision which
God has impressed on us from Isaiah 54:1-3.

Tragically, many believers
struggle to understand
where they fit in the
kingdom of God. They
find it difficult to work out
in what ways God has equipped them with the gifts of the Spirit and are
confused about how they might play a part in advancing the cause of Christ!

Jigsaw is a simple process which takes place over a few evenings in which the
participants are able to explore this in more detail together with others. It is
designed to support participants in considering their unique, God-given
The small groups do not meet during Prayer &Vision
week to allow as many as possible to join in the conversation about what God might be kingdom-ministry shape as they gain insight into how the following things
combine together:
saying to us about how the vision is to be made a reality!
In the approaching season, we will be concentrating on how we can work together to
fulfil the first step of this vision which is expressed in our statement of intent: “healthy
enough to stand alone, humble enough to walk together”.
Do join with us each month as we consider 8 key elements of healthy church together
and form strategies that help us to strengthen these aspects of health in both
congregations with a view to “re-planting” at least two churches which are both healthy
and humble!






passions, dreams and hopes
spiritual gifts, skills and abilities
previous experience and areas of service/activity
spiritual maturity and growth

We will provide an opportunity for up to 12 people to join in the Jigsaw process
over four evenings (7 pm – 9 pm): 8th Oct | 12 Nov | 3 Dec | 14 Jan. If you
would be interested in participating, do let Martyn or Liz Benstead know.

Of course, healthy churches are growing churches. And so, we trust and seek God for
his growth: we plant and water, but it is God who gives the increase! He has reminded
us clearly in recent weeks that He is with us to bless us and that the best is yet to
come!
4
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The Tucker and Simpson families have now
launched the Laura Tucker Legacy Fund. Tim
reports that the Lord laid this on his heart
soon after Laura died and that arranging it has
been instrumental in bringing healing to the
family.

image Open Evening
You are cordially invited to the image office Open Evening
Sunday September 17, 6pm - 8pm
at Wesley Centre, Royce Road, Hulme, Manchester M15 5BP
Refreshments provided Prayer led by Manchester House of Prayer

Laura was passionate about working with children
from underprivileged backgrounds. She also saw
how vital education was in helping children out of poverty and to fulfil their potential
in life. This fund will be a way of continuing Laura's legacy through providing
financial grants to assist underprivileged children in South Africa with school fees,
practical schooling costs (uniforms and stationery) as well as savings for tertiary
education.

Training Trainers Aberdeen
Thank you for praying for the
Training Trainers course in
Aberdeen. Barbara, Janet and
Christine (left to right) headed
North on July 13 for three
days training with a wonderful
group of people: two from
Aberdeen, two from
Edinburgh, one from Dumfries
and two from Ireland (representing North and South).

The first beneficiaries of the legacy will be Kylan and Esther who appear in the
picture of Laura above. If you would like to make a one-off donation to the fund,
please visit the fund’s MyDonate page at https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
timtucker1. Alternatively, you can approach Jonathon Fewster, MEC’s treasurer,
who will forward gifts/regular donations to South Africa (including Gift Aid).

The course went well and feedback was very positive: 'Couldn’t recommend
the course and image highly enough. It is God inspired and came
completely at the right time for us. Blessings!'
Please pray for them all as they begin to make plans to deliver the image
training in their areas. Pray for their encouragement and that, where
needed, they will be able to strengthen their training teams by involving
others in the next Training Trainers course which is on October 12-14 in
Manchester.
National Day of Prayer about Abortion
October 27 marks the 50th Anniversary of the Abortion Act. Would you join
us in praying for the country on or around that date? The image website will
have information and a prayer guide that you can download nearer the time.
Christine
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Defibrillator Training
Tuesday 19th September
2.30 pm at MEC
We have arranged a two hour training session for
the defibrillator. It is open to anyone who feels
this type of training will be of benefit.
Some time ago the church was contacted by the
executor of the late Joyce Ainsworth for a
defibrillator to be sited on the church premises for
the use of the Mottram community as a whole.
As a very faithful and enthusiastic attendee of
Monday Matinee, Joyce was concerned to
provide this facility for use by the church and
general community.
Martyn Catterall.
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Matinee
As you will likely be aware, we
recruited almost 20 befrienders from
both St. Michael’s and Mottram
Evangelical Church a few months
ago and delivered the training to
send them into our communities to
befriend those who are isolated and
lonely.
The uptake was more than slow and
then just a few weeks ago we started to
get the referrals coming in. In the last
four weeks we have had 11 referrals
and a number of our befrienders are
now matched.
I cannot express to you the joy of
pairing people up and the immediate
difference this has made to the lives
of the individuals!

in Lytham
St. Annes

It’s true! Two weeks before the trip to Lytham St Annes, we
were negotiating with the coach company as we only had 12
takers for a 49 seater coach. We kept praying and left it with
God – on the day, there were 44 of us heading over to the
seaside town – almost ten of whom had never been on a trip
with us before and some we had only just met!
The days leading up to the trip saw almost apocalyptic rain (ask
the Soul Survivor gang who were camping!); we prayed that the
Monday would be clear… Not only was it clear – it was blue
skies for most of the day!
So praise God for the wonderful time we had enjoying the
company, the delicious fish and chips at Café on the Pier and
then spending the afternoon pottering around the shops and
gardens and eating ice cream.
Sadly the donkey rides were for under 14’s – we did try!

Debs

If you would like to offer one hour a
week to make a significant difference in
someone’s life and express the love of
God through compassion and
companionship, the next training date is
Tuesday 5th September at 7pm (venue
to be confirmed, please see Debs for an
application form).

Please also pray for our current
Then following an unexpected
befrienders that they will ‘drip’ the
conversation with a police officer, I was aroma of Christ into our communities to
asked to discuss Silver Cord down at
see lives transformed for His glory!
Hyde police station. It was expressed
that many of the people who are being
‘It is the worst torment that the world
passed on to them are in need of long
can provide to feel unwanted by
term support, which neither the police
everyone. Let one person, however,
nor council services are able to provide.
come along who feels and expresses
Following the meeting, it was suggested their love and desire for friendship and
for oneness, then that stunted, starved
that they could have as many as 3-4
and withering life is transformed. It
referrals a week to send us!
bursts into blossom and will be able to
thrive in the midst of the most
The harvest is plentiful!
depressing and
frustrating circumstances possible. A
Please ‘pray earnestly to the Lord of the
sense of being loved can work miracles
harvest to send out labourers into his
in the most unpromising personality.’
harvest’ (Matt. 9:38) and for His
Hannah Hurnard, ‘Winged Life’.
guidance into how to go about
recruiting.
Debs
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Ask and be amazed!
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Monday Matinee Nostalgia
A lovely afternoon of nostalgia was spent on
July 24th with Bill Jubb showing some
vintage film footage.
There were scenes of Belle Vue and
Blackpool in the 50s and 60s and the
highlight was seeing film of a procession
through Mottram showing a young girl,
Sylvia, as Mottram Queen. At which point a
lady stood up in the audience and declared,
“That’s me”.
A big thanks goes to Bill for giving us such
an interesting afternoon, a unique occasion.
Alan
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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As the sun shone on next door’s gable end, I saw how uniform
the bricks were. Each exactly like it’s neighbour. I thought of God
building us, His living stones.
How different we all are. All ages, ll shapes and sizes, all
different talents. We have not got much in common but the blood
of Jesus!

The vision of the Health Centre is
progressing. Our God is faithful and His
vision for the health of the community in
Dodoma, will be achieved.

I am inspired and encouraged by these talented people. Some
go to strange countries, others work in hospitals and schools,
etc. But those who inspire me most are those for whom life is a
daily struggle. Mental and physical illness, disability, etc. take
their toll but these people steadfastly keep going on with God
regardless.

Thank you for your prayers and generosity. We
have faith that the infrastructure of the Health
Centre can be completed soon so that the
beautiful building can work! As you can see it
looks magnificent but it needs the details of
plumbing in sinks and toilets, electrics for lights
and microscopes, sewage disposal and the
computer system in place… Our amazing God is
doing this His way.

They encourage me with their love for God and for others. They
shine for God hourly, daily as they persevere.
Some are elderly, others younger, even children. All are built
together into God’s church.

The Health Centre will care for those in the
community with chronic health problems.

It is his building and the bible says The Gates of Hell will not
prevail against it.

Zeph sent me this story of one of the families that
the volunteer health team, Tazama na Tunza
visit.
This mama was really struggling when I saw her
in May, as she had been fostering street boys but small children.
had also contracted HIV herself. When some of
the street boys grew up, they became greedy and When you are poor, life is never simple, and
tried to throw her out of her own poor home, with
sickness on top of impossible
a violent gang they had joined. So
problems of no income and trying to
this mama moved from her home
support a Mum and two children
to a still poorer home but still the
while you are being attacked in your
fostered young men wanted to
own home by those who used to call
throw her out and take possession
you “mum” is a very serious
of all that she had.
problem. There but for the grace of
The Village Chairman was also
frightened of this gang and the
mama would like to move to a
safer area, away from the troubles.
Meanwhile her own health
deteriorated and she also could
not afford the cost of food as the
prices have soared in the drought.
Recently, after the gang attacked
her, the Tazama na Tunza team have been
supplying her with food to complement her health,
multivitamins and supporting her with her HIV
medication. They have also been looking for a
way forward for her. The next step is to see how
she can move to another plot of land where she
will be safer. She lives with her mother and two
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God, go I.

The Tazama na Tunza team are a
lifeline to this mama, and when the
Health Centre is working it will make
life so much easier in treating her
and supplying her with the right
medications at the right time in the
right way and in God’s loving hands
of care.
These are God’s hands of love and care in
practice, in the community. I am proud to stand
together with our God in His work in this way.
Glory be to God as we serve the poor together.

www.mottramec.co.uk

Ruth

God bless you all for being living stones and blessing me so
much.
Chris Pearson

No Separation by David Hopwood
What will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
Will politics, or fake news, or headlines or social media?
Popular trends, or new thinking, or developments in science or society?
Will doubt or despair or worry or stress?
Money troubles, family problems, our weaknesses and mistakes?
Strength or self-reliance, silliness or stupidity?
Insults or gossip, or the opinions of others?
Can anything come between us and the everlasting love of our heavenly Father?
The one who made everything,
The one who is slow to become angry and rich in love.
No.
Nothing can build a wall between us and God.
No place so dark that his light cannot penetrate.
No place too far that his hand cannot reach and rescue.
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
Nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
Nor anything else in all creation,
Will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 8 vv 35-39)
I read this out at a service recently and several people commented that it had been helpful. I’ve sent it
in for Insight for people to reflect on again in their own time. Susan

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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What, Where, When and Who
What happens in and around
our Churches,
When it happens,
Where it takes place and
Who to contact for more
details and to volunteer.
Sundays

(see Diary Dates for full details)

10.30 am

Mottram Evangelical Church
And
Hattersley Community Church
United Morning Worship
Arundale Primary School
Lowry Grove, Mottram. SK14 6PW
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016
martyn@mottramec.co.uk
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Wednesdays
9.45 am
to 11.00 am

HCC Prayer
4 Worthington Close,
Hattersley.
Sylvia Garry 0161 368 0952

9.30 am to
11.30 am
School term

Mums’ Bible Study
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

10.00 am

Men’s Group
MEC 2nd Weds of month
Paul Barlow 0161 366 8531

1.30 pm
to 2.30 pm

Pilates
MEC
Debbie Hansom 07758 217754
Susan C. 07947 632283

6.30pm
To 7.30 pm

Creative Drop-in Sessions
Ages 10-16.years
The Hub
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

7.30 pm
To 9.00 pm

Lifecentre Youth Group
High School Age
The Hub
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Monday
2.00 pm
To 4.00 pm

Mottram Monday Matinee
MEC
Debs F 07446 893445

10.00 am
To 11.00 am

Pilates
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

7.45 pm
(2nd Mon
of Month)

Tearfund Prayer Meeting
Venue varies.
Shirley Brierley 01457 764700

Various
Times

MEC Small Groups
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016

Thursdays

Tuesdays
6.30 am
To 8.30 am

Early Morning Prayer
MEC - Drop in as convenient.
Susan C. 07947 632283

9.15 am
To 10.15 am

Tuesday Prayer
MEC
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016

11.15 am
to 12.45 pm
School term

Tuesday Café
MEC
Linda Winson 01457 764225

4.45 pm
To 6.00 pm

Rock Solid
Ages 8 to 13
Meeting Place
Sam Patterson 07870 984863

8

10.00 am
to 12 noon
School term
6.30 pm
to 8.00 pm
School term

MEC Womans’ Prayer & Bible
Group.
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283
Kids 4 Christ
Junior School Age (8+)
MEC
Jim Towell 0161 330 9058
jim@towells.info

8.00 pm
To 9.30 pm

HCC Small Group
Ruth 07854 688373

8.00 pm

MEC Worship Group
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

Fridays
4.00 pm

www.mottramec.co.uk

Adventure Club
Ages 8-14 years
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

New Cafe Open in Glossop
Mike and Jill are friendly followers of Christ who believe God
told them to open this cafe to be a light in the town and to share
the love of Christ with all who come in.

3 pm Sunday
September 10th
Balmoral
Old Road
Mottram
Mottram Churches
are partnering to
deliver small
traditionally familiar
style services in
and around our
community,
followed by tea and
cake.

When I went in for a coffee they shared how God has answered
many prayers over the years of business with the Peakdale
Lodge, a bed and breakfast they also run next door.
I was given such a warm reception, in contrast to so many
other cafes in the area, I want everyone to go and give
them lots of business. It's clean and bright and the service
is excellent.
Mike tells me they will have daily food specials and their current
opening hours are Wed-Sat 10-4 and
they are at 53A High Street East ,
Glossop (opposite the leisure centre).
Bring a friend and support this inspiring
work!"
Elisabeth Martin

Read your Bible often.
Remember, after all, it
stands for

Come and join us in
Basic
the communal
Information
lounge at Balmoral
Before
for hymns,
Leaving
reflections and a
Earth.
friendly chat.

Gwen Taylor

Challenging Quote
“If you live gladly to make
others glad in God, your life
will be hard, your risks will
be high, and your joy will
be full.” John Piper
Margaret Howarth

The next print edition of Insight will cover October and will be
available on Sunday 24th September.
The Insight Copy Deadline will therefore be on Sunday 17th
September.
Stephen and Margaret
Articles for Insight—Sorry! We can’t be everywhere!
If you have photos or reports on Mottram or Hattersley church events, please send them to us for including in Insight
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
4 Hall Drive, Mottram, SK14 6LH 01457 764753
See the Diary Dates for the copy deadline.
Stephen and Margaret Winfield

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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September Diary Dates
Date

Venue Time

Event

Sun 3rd

APS
APS
HCC

10.10 am
10.30 am
7.00 pm

Prayer 4 Church
United Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Prayer Meeting (until 8.30pm at HBC)

Tue 5th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers

Wed 6th

HCC
MEC

9.45 am
various

Isaiah 62 Prayer for Israel (at 4, Worthington Close)
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 7th

HCC

8.00 pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

Sat 9th

MEC

8.00 am

Mottram Mighty Men’s Breakfast

Sun 10th

APS
APS
Silver
MEC

10.10 am
10.30 am
3.00 pm
4.30 pm

Prayer 4 Church
United Morning Worship
Silver Sunday United Worship at Balmoral
Prayer 4 Kids’n’Youth

Tue 12th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers

Wed 13th

MEC
MEC

10.00 am
various

MEC Men’s Group
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 14th

HCC

8.00 pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

Sun 17th

October Insight Deadline
APS
10.10 am
Prayer 4 Church
APS
10.30 am
United Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
HCC 1.00 pm
HCC Barbeque Lunch (until 2.30 pm at The Patterson’s)
MEC 4.30 pm
Prayer 4 Prodigals
MEC 7.00 pm
Marriage Matters Session 1: Cherish

Tue 19th

MEC
MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers
2.30 pm
Defibrillator Training

Wed 20th

UTD

8.00 pm

Sun 24th

October Insight available in print and from mottramec.co.uk
APS
10.10 am
Prayer 4 Church
APS
10.30 am
United Morning Worship
MEC 12.45 pm
Picnic Lunch and MEC Church Members’ Meeting

Tue 26th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers

Wed 27th

MEC

various

MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 28th

HCC

7.30 pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

UTD
MEC
HBC
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United MEC & HCC Prayer and Vision Meeting (at HBS)

United Meetings (at MEC unless stated)
Mottram Evangelical Church.
Hattersley Baptist Church

www.mottramec.co.uk

APS
HCC
Silver

Mottram
Evangelical Church

Arundale Primary School
Hattersley Community Church
Silver Sunday Service

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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