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Martyn Cooling
Mottram Evangelical Church
and
Hattersley Community Church
are interdependent churches who seek to be
evangelical in their understanding and
charismatic in their experience. Together we
live to glorify God, serve his church and reach
his world.
Insight is the monthly newsletter, prepared
by Margaret and Stephen Winfield and
published in print and on-line by Mottram
Evangelical Church, Stalybridge Road,
Mottram, Hyde, Cheshire. SK14 6NF. Tel.
01457 764113.
Articles for inclusion should be submitted
before the deadline indicated on the ’diary
dates’ page. Contributions should be sent to
4, Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
We do ask that contributors submit their name
for inclusion with submissions, as personal
contributions are accepted on the
understanding that they are not necessarily
the opinions of the Editors or the Church
Elders.
Church Child Protection Policy
All church children’s and young people’s work
is carried out by personnel who have
undergone disclosures and in accordance
with the Church’s Child Protection Policy. To
view this policy please call 01457 764113.’

On the cover
The day when UCB
came to MEC the
hard way by cycling
from Stoke-on-Trent
to Mottram
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Confession time! I find it
extremely tempting, after a long
season of prayer and fasting (in
which we have been seeking
God for His direction or
listening for His revelation for a
particular situation) to take a
deep breath, relax and to slip
back into old patterns.
I find that I can even begin to
believe that, having discerned the
purposes of God, I know enough
to pursue what I think I have
heard Him say.
Please don’t misunderstand
me!
Obedience is essential. It is
credible evidence of authentic
love for Jesus. What on earth is
the point of seeking God only to
ignore what He says? We must do
what He tells us!
However, I want to challenge my
own sinful heart that so easily
neglects to continue seeking God
even while I am implementing His
most recent instructions. Our life
as believers on this side of

www.mottramec.co.uk

Pastor, Mottram Evangelical Church

eternity is a journey, not a
destination. We are pioneers, not
settlers. And we are called to
follow Christ by taking up our
cross daily.
What does it mean to take up
the cross?
Well, I don’t think it can mean
anything less than the attitude of
our Lord and Saviour who cried
out “nevertheless, not my will, but
yours, be done”.
The Psalmist recognised a
foundational pattern which the
early church embraced. This is
how he expressed it:
Seek the LORD and His
strength; Seek His face
continually.
Psalm 105:4
What behaviour was he
encouraging?
He was inspiring generations of
God’s people to tune their hearts
to the wavelength of God’s Spirit.
He was urging them (and us!) to

remain constantly alert for every
sign of God’s presence. He was
nurturing a craving to fix our gaze
on the face of God, delight
ourselves in Him, and respond to
His every prompt or nudge.
Brothers and sisters, we have
not yet reached our final
destination!
While there is still breath in our
bodies, there is much more of the
ways, works and wonders of God
to discover. We are called to be
like a feather on the breath of
God, to trim our sails to the wind
of His Spirit, and to allow Him to
blow us in the direction of His
choosing. Remember what the
martyr for his faith, Jim Elliot,
once wrote: God always gives His
best to those who leave the
choice with him.
Let us be like the early church,
who devoted themselves to
prayer. It is not enough to pray
and obey. Let us be always
praying and obeying!
Martyn

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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From The Message Bible

Jesus speaks to Peter
in Gethsemane,
“Part of you is eager,
ready for anything in
God;
But another part is as
lazy as an old dog
sleeping by the fire.”.
Mark 14. v37 & 38
The Message Bible,
Gwen Taylor

Pray that your
2017 may be
marked by a
resolve to follow
Jesus more
closely and to
see more of the
power of God at
work in your life
John Grayston
Volunteer Theological Consultant at
Scripture Union
Gwen Taylor

May 20th is March for Life in Birmingham when pro-life groups from across the
country join together in witness.
The focus this year is on 50 years of abortion and coming together to change the
tide.
Please pray about this and consider joining us as image has a stall at the event.
Let me know if you want to go. It is an afternoon event.

Christine

“Yesterday is history,
tomorrow is a mystery,
today is a gift of God,
which is why we call it the present.”
Usually attributed to the cartoonist Bil Keane (1922-2011)
Gwen Taylor

Monday 14th to Friday 18th August 2017.
The Guardians of Ancora return for further
adventures this summer.
It’s simply the best fun anyone can have in
August—whether you are a child taking part
or an adult making it all happen.

Mighty Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 13th May
from 8 to 9.45.
Please let Martyn Catterall know if you will be there
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Next Insight Copy Deadline
Sunday 21st May

www.mottramec.co.uk

If you have helped organise this event in
previous years or want to lend a hand (there
are jobs for everyone)—please let Liz
Benstead know.
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Mottram Matters
Praying & Obeying



In last month’s Insight, I highlighted the 17:21
prayer initiative launched by a number of
prominent Church leaders in the UK. They
sense a prompting of the Spirit to call
evangelicals from every denomination and
stream to pray for unity so that the world will
believe in Christ.
It is rooted in Jesus’ words in John 17:21 which say:
I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and
I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.




Prayer & Vision evenings: these united events take place on the third
Wednesday evening of the month (except August and the Wednesdays where
MEC has a church meeting). They begin at 2000 and are an opportunity for us to
worship, revisit what we sense God is calling us to be/do and to pray with and for
each other. Small groups do not meet that week to enable as many as possible
to attend.
Prayer 4 Youth/Kids: a group of us meeting on the second Sunday of each
month to pray for the work among the children and young people in the churches
and the community.
Prayer 4 Prodigals: a group of us meet on the third Sunday of each month to
pray for family members, friends and others who have never come to faith, or
who are drifting from God.

Election Prayer | Sunday 4th June
May I encourage you to become part of this prayer movement. The health of our nation
depends on a healthy Church. Let’s pray for God to awaken His people to the urgency Here is a date to put in your diary: 4th June at 6.30 pm at
of the times! I have already circulated an electronic document describing the vision and Elim Church, Glossop. The church leaders in Glossopdale
purpose of this call to prayer. Do contact Liz Benstead if you would like a paper copy.
and Longdendale are calling local believers to gather
together to pray for our nation in anticipation of the
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are also calling Christians across the globe to General Election that has been called for 8th June. Don’t
a season of prayer between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday this year (25th May wait until then to pray over this significant national event,
to 4th June). You can find resources to fuel your prayers in groups, families and
but do come along and join with other believers to pray for
privately at the “Thy Kingdom Come” website: https://www.thykingdomcome.global.
God’s mercy on the UK.
I believe that God is summoning believers across the Church to pray earnestly for a
deep work of the Spirit in the Body of Christ, overflowing to the nations. Will we
respond to the call?
Please consider joining us to pray at any of the following times (as
well as in small groups etc.):



Tuesday prayers at 0630-0830: join us for all or part of this time as we seek
God together and bring our hearts before Him.
Tuesday prayers at 0915-1015ish: a group from both churches meet to pray
each week, especially for the communities we serve and the outreach activities
of the churches. We have a coffee together at 0915 and then have devotions
and prayer from 0930 for around 45 minutes.
Ladies’ Prayer meeting: I give thanks to God for a faithful and delightful group
of ladies who gather together to pray every Thursday morning. For further
information about the time and venue for this important meeting, do contact
Carol Barlow. The name gives a clue as to who may join this gathering!
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Membership Explored | Sunday 7th May
If you are not yet a member of MEC but
would like to know more about what
membership involves, Martyn and Susan
would like to invite you to join them for a
simple lunch at MEC on Sunday 7th May
as soon as possible after the morning
service that day (probably from 1 pm to
about 2 pm).
Although prevailing wisdom tells us that
“there is no such thing as a free lunch”,
please be assured that joining us for this lunch does not commit you to becoming a
member! It is simply an opportunity to chat informally about the privileges and
responsibilities of membership and to reflect on any questions this raises. It would help
us enormously if you would indicate your interest so that we have sufficient food
available!
Martyn
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Jenny and Alan Smith are raising money for the
Health Centre in Dodoma, Tanzania, in a
couple of ways.
Alan is running in the Manchester 10K on 28th
May.

We had a wonderful time with our
Tanzanian visitors: Zeph, Margaret and Dt
Motto.

because of the shortage of doctors and
nurses and so new ideas of how to do
things are very welcome!

Their memories seem to include the cold, the food,
the cold and the food, not to mention tea, tea and
more tea: I had to explain that offering a cup of tea
was a sign of welcome and time for a chat!

We had an amazing time full of prayer,
love and laughter.

I feel that, despite or because of all the usual
spiritual warfare, the timing and itinerary were in
God’s hands. The theme was definitely love in unity,
unity in love (John 17.21) – as you can see in some
of the photos. Zeph was very encouraging and feels
that the Holy Spirit is starting to move in England.
We visited eleven churches and Zeph or Margaret
shared at eight of them. Dr
Motto also caught a glimpse of
how he can develop health care
for chronic conditions in a new
way in Dodoma Tanzania, as he
shadowed in the Hope Citadel
practices and saw how the NHS
works within the community. We
are so well off with the NHS
here: we need to be grateful. Dr
Motto was constantly having to
adjust his thoughts to the lack of
provision he knows in Tanzania.
He sees a hundred patients a
day, seven days a week,
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Then (at considerable risk to Alan’s life and
limb), just over a couple of weeks later, both
Alan and Jenny are climbing Ben Nevis. This
will be on either 15th or
16th June, depending on
the weather. They have
practiced by tackling
Snowdon at Easter.
You can donate any way
you wish. You can thrust
wads of notes (or small
change) directly into Alan
and Jenny’s hands or if
you prefer to donate
online, visit the Mydonate
page at the link below.

On May 4th I leave with another nurse,
Adele, and a doctor, Laura, for our
annual volunteer medical trip to
Dodoma, Tanzania.
Please pray for us and for our Tanzanian
partners, that we can build on what we
have talked through these last two
weeks and we can be part of seeing the
Tanzanian Church blossom in full
revival, with
medical care hand in hand with
spiritual care of each and
every person in the
community. My prayer is that
the Health Centre will be ready
to open at the end of this year
and that some medical work
will already start to be done
from this base. God’s hand
has been with us and He will
not forsake us now. Let us
trust Him with the bigger
picture.

www.mottramec.co.uk

Please be generous.

Thank you for all who gave in so many ways for our
Tanzanian visitors and especially for the Famine
Relief there and for the continued building of the
Health Centre.

https://mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/alansmith7

If you have any old mobile phones with chargers and
also old laptops/tablets/similar: please think of the
Tanzania (UK) Trust, as this so helps us with our
communications. (We would need these by 1st May
as packing is tricky!)
Thank you for standing with us in this amazing
partnership, Ruth

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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On April 12th Mottram Evangelical
Church was the destination for the UCB
Big Bike Ride.

“The foodbank was there when we really
needed it, it was an absolute lifeline.”

6.30 to 8.30 am

9.15 to 10.15 am at MEC

We don’t think anyone in our community
should have to face going hungry. That’s
why we provide three days’ nutritionally
balanced emergency food and support to
local people who are referred to us in crisis.
We are part of a nationwide network of
foodbanks, supported by The Trussell
Trust, working to combat poverty and
hunger across the UK.

Gareth explains why,

How Can You Help?
Donate
Money

towards the running costs
and future warehouse needs

Donate
Time

To warehouse, sort and
distribute food

Donate
Food

At MEC in the foyer there is
a drop box or at one of the
drop points (see web site
below) including Tesco.

The Hattersley Home Group builds
friendships and fellowship together.
We meet every Thursday 8-9:30pm,
except the 3rd week of the month, when it
will be Wednesdays, joining with Mottram
for a joint Prayer and Vision evening.
If you want to join the programme or have
any questions, please just let me know.

Urgently needed food items (on 28.4.17)
UHT milk
(1 litre)
tinned fish
tinned fruit
(400gms)
fruit juice
(UHT or squash)
tinned tomatoes
tinned rice pudding
Details taken from and more details
available on:
tamesidesouthlongdendale.foodbank.org.uk/
6

UCB presenter Gareth together with a
number of friends cycled the 46 miles from
UCB in Stoke-on-Trent to Mottram, where
Gareth then presented his afternoon slot
live from the church.

www.mottramec.co.uk

Ruth 07854688373

“UCB is a Christian media organisation, with
two national radio stations (on DAB and via
UCB Player), on demand TV, two daily
devotionals, Prayerline and loads of great
online content. All of UCB’s resources are
free of charge and are there to encourage
and equip you to deepen your faith and to
share it with those around you. So whether
you’ve been a Christian for 50 years or 5
minutes, or if you’re still trying to figure out
what it’s all about, UCB is here to help.
UCB is a charity and doesn’t receive any
Government funding so relies entirely on
the financial support of its listeners, viewers
and readers. To read about UCB’s vision,
go to www.ucb.co.uk.”
Despite getting slightly lost at one point,
Gareth and co. made it to Mottram and
have raised a whopping £12,000.
Then the warm and enthusiastic audience
witnessed live radio being made, complete
with interviews and live music from
Brightline.
If you missed the show, you can catch it
using the link below (just the ‘live’ bits not
the recorded music).
https://www.mixcloud.com/gareth-cottrell/
the-big-bike-ride-2017-full-show/
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Ladies Curry Night
at Herb and Spice, Dukinfield.
8 pm, Monday 8th May
Come along to our retro cinema experience and soak up the nostalgic atmosphere, the warm
welcome and the smell of popcorn!

Movies in May:

Family Movies: Saturday 20th @ 10am
Sunday Screening: Sunday 21st @ 6.30pm
Hollywood classic: Monday 24th @ 2pm
*FREE ENTRY * Doors open 15 minutes earlier*
*Refreshments available* Ice-cream interval with each showing*

Email ‘count me in’ to movies@mottramec.co.uk for film details or see posters
in church foyer

It is an opportunity for the ladies to get to know
each other better and to build up relationships.
We had a lovely time last time and even managed to have time for a tea
or coffee and a chat in the lounge at the back of the restaurant.
However, there are still a few teething problems so we want to try
something slightly different this time. We have arranged for a buffet meal
to be served in the back room.
Menu:
Poppadums and chutney, Meat samosa
Chicken dhansak, Chicken Rogan josh, Lamb jalfrezi
Boiled rice, Pilau rice, Plain naan, Garlic naan, Chips

Sabbath Rest

our own hearts. I confess to my shame that this day
is often squeezed out by the pressures of ministry.

Over the last few years, Sue and I have discovered
that in order to establish a healthy and sustainable
foundation for serving the church, we must build in
a variety of “Sabbath” rests into our calendar.

We have learned that about every three months, we
need a week or so of rest to recharge our batteries.
We book these weeks into our diary a year or so in
advance so that they take some kind of priority in
our annual rhythm. Our next rest week is in the
diary for 26th May to 4th June. We shall spend this
week with our growing family in Dorset, DV. Can’t
wait to see them all again!

We are striving to establish a daily rhythm: to be
together in the same room between 6-7 pm. I say
“striving” because I am very guilty of busting this
particular boundary! Susan is patiently challenging
and encouraging me to grow up in this area.

The Church have very generously provided for an
extended (3 month) sabbatical after about 7 years. I
We observe a weekly day off. I am doing better with can’t begin to express how much this gracious
this one! Except in very unusual circumstances, our arrangement means to us: we are overwhelmed by
day of rest is a Friday. It is a day to “pray and play” God’s kindness in calling us to be part of such a
and to find fun ways of enriching our marriage. I
caring family of God’s people. We want to make
often switch my mobile phone off on Fridays!
this Sabbatical count for the Kingdom of God. We
are currently exploring the possibility of taking it
We are striving to observe a monthly rhythm by
during 2018. Nothing is fixed in stone, but please
having a “retreat” day. This is a day to set aside
pray for the elders as we consider how to arrange
other plans and escape to the hills and seek God.
this in a way that strengthens and encourages the
It’s not that we don’t seek Him the rest of the time!
church.
But this is an expression of our desire to allow God
to speak, to shape our thinking, and slow down our
Please pray with us that we will continue to
pace sufficiently to reflect on what He is doing in
develop a healthy rhythm of life! Martyn
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Tea or coffee
The cost is £11 per person. However, if the menu is not suitable for you
it would be possible to make a separate order with the restaurant, either
on the night or beforehand. (Contact: 0161 343 5961)
Whether you are having the buffet meal or ordering your own please
could you let either Susan Cooling or Sue Dray know so that the right
number of places are set. We would like to have all orders for the buffet
by Sunday 30th April. Any queries or issues that we may have
overlooked please feel free to ask Sue Dray or myself.
We hope you can join us. Why not use the opportunity to get to know
people that you don’t have the chance to chat to very often. Grab a
friend and sit with someone you don’t know so well and get to know them
better.
Susan Cooling

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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What, Where, When and Who
What happens in and around
our Churches,
When it happens,
Where it takes place and
Who to contact for more
details and to volunteer.
Sundays

(see Diary Dates for full details)

10.30 am

Mottram Morning Worship
MEC, Stalybridge Road
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016
martyn@mottramec.co.uk

10.30 am

Hattersley Morning Worship
Pinfold Primary School,
Hattersley
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Monday
2.00 pm
To 4.00 pm

Mottram Monday Matinee
MEC
Debs F 07446 893445

5.45 pm
To 6.45 pm

Pilates
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

7.45 pm
(2nd Mon
of Month)

9.45 am
to 11.00 am

HCC Prayer
4 Worthington Close,
Hattersley.
Sylvia Garry 0161 368 0952

9.30 am to
11.30 am
School term

Mums’ Bible Study
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

10.00 am

Men’s Group
MEC 2nd Weds of month
Paul Barlow 0161 366 8531

1.30 pm

Pilates
MEC
Debbie Hansom 07758 217754
Susan C. 07947 632283

6.30pm
To 7.30 pm

Creative Drop-in Sessions
Ages 10-16.years
The Hub
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

7.30 pm
To 9.00 pm

Lifecentre Youth Group
High School Age
The Hub
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Various
Times

MEC Small Groups
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016

Thursdays

Tearfund Prayer Meeting
Venue varies.
Shirley Brierley 01457 764700

Tuesdays
6.30 am
To 8.30 am

Early Morning Prayer
MEC - Drop in as convenient.
Susan C. 07947 632283

9.15 am
To 10.15 am

Tuesday Prayer
MEC
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016

11.15 am
to 12.45 pm
School term

Tuesday Café
MEC
Linda Winson 01457 764225

4.45 pm
To 6.00 pm

Rock Solid
Ages 8 to 13
Meeting Place
Sam Patterson 07870 984863
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Defibrillator

Wednesdays

10.00 am
to 12 noon
School term

MEC Womans’ Prayer & Bible
Group.
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

6.30 pm
to 8.00 pm
School term

Kids 4 Christ
Junior School Age (8+)
MEC
Jim Towell 0161 330 9058
jim@towells.info

8.00 pm
To 9.30 pm

HCC Small Group
Ruth 07854 688373

8.00 pm

MEC Worship Group
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

Fridays
4.00 pm

www.mottramec.co.uk

Adventure Club
Ages 8-14 years
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Some time ago the church was
contacted by the executor of the late
Joyce Ainsworth for a defibrillator to be sited
on the church premises for the use of the
Mottram community as a whole.
As a very faithful and enthusiastic attendee
of Monday Matinee, Joyce was concerned to
provide this facility for use by the church and
general community.
As can be seen the defibrillator has now
been fitted and the company concerned is
willing to provide training. The training takes
about one hour. Anyone interested in training
please contact Martyn Catterall.
Trustees

Since last summer, we at MEC have been hosting a
regular Pilates session at 1.30pm on Wednesdays,
which has proved both popular and beneficial.
After a bit of a false start, in addition to this there will
be a weekly Pilates class starting on Monday
May15th from 5.45 to 6.45pm for anyone who is interested but can’t make Wednesday
afternoons. It costs £5 per session or £20 for a block of 5.
Please let family and friends know as nothing is more effective than a personal invitation.
We now have a strong group on a Wednesday afternoon with growing friendships as well
as improving health. Susan C.

The next print edition of Insight will be available on Sunday 28th
May
The May Insight Copy Deadline will therefore be on Sunday
21st May
Stephen and Margaret
Articles for Insight—Sorry! We can’t be everywhere!
If you have photos or reports on Mottram or Hattersley church events, please send them to us for including in Insight
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
4 Hall Drive, Mottram, SK14 6LH 01457 764753
See the Diary Dates for the copy deadline.
Stephen and Margaret Winfield

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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May Diary Dates
Tue 2nd

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers

Wed 3rd

HCC
MEC

9.45 am
various

Isaiah 62 Prayer for Israel (at 4, Worthington Close)
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 4th

HCC

8.00 pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

Sun 7th

MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC
HCC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
7.00 pm

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning All Age Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship
Membership Explored
Prayer Meeting (until 8.30pm at HBC)

Tue 9th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers

Wed 10th

MEC
MEC

10.00 am
various

MEC Men’s Group
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 11th

HCC

8.00 pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

Sat 13th

MEC

8.00 am

Mottram Mighty Men’s Breakfast

Sun 14th

MEC
MEC
HCC
Silver
MEC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
3.00 pm
4.30 pm

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Silver Sunday United Worship at Balmoral
Prayer 4 Kids’n’Youth (provisional)

Tue 16th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers

Wed 17th

UTD

8.00 pm

Sun 21st

Insight Copy Deadline
MEC
10.10 am
MEC
10.30 am
HCC
10.30 am
MEC
4.30 pm

Tue 23rd

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers

Wed 24th

MEC

various

MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 25th

HCC

8.00 pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

Sun 28th

New Insight in print and online at mottramec.co.uk
MEC
10.10 am
Prayer 4 Church
MEC
10.30 am
Mottram Morning Worship
HCC
10.30 am
Hattersley Morning Worship

Tue 30th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am Tuesday Prayers

Wed 31st

MEC

various

MEC
UTD
MPC
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United MEC and HCC Prayer and Vision Evening at MEC
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship
Payer 4 Prodigals

MEC Small Group Meetings

Mottram Evangelical Church.
United Meetings (at MEC unless stated)
Mottram Parish Church

www.mottramec.co.uk

HCC
Hattersley Community Church
HBC
Hattersley Baptist Church
LONG Longdendale Churches

Mottram
Evangelical Church

www.hattersleycc.co.uk

9

