... a people preparing for the coming King
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Simon Davidson
Mottram Evangelical Church
and
Hattersley Community Church
are interdependent churches who seek to be
evangelical in their understanding and
charismatic in their experience. Together we
live to glorify God, serve his church and reach
his world.
Insight is the monthly newsletter, prepared
by Margaret and Stephen Winfield and
published in print and on-line by Mottram
Evangelical Church, Stalybridge Road,
Mottram, Hyde, Cheshire. SK14 6NF. Tel.
01457 764113.
Articles for inclusion should be submitted
before the deadline indicated on the ’diary
dates’ page. Contributions should be sent to
4, Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
We do ask that contributors submit their name
for inclusion with submissions, as personal
contributions are accepted on the
understanding that they are not necessarily
the opinions of the Editors or the Church
Elders.
Church Child Protection Policy
All church children’s and young people’s work
is carried out by personnel who have
undergone disclosures and in accordance
with the Church’s Child Protection Policy. To
view this policy please call 01457 764113.’

On the cover
No photos this month, so I’ve
taken one of the verses from
Simon’s lead article.

As two congregations, we’ve been
spending an increasing amount of
time seeking God’s way forward
for the next season; to understand
how we play our part in what He is
doing in seeing His kingdom come
in our communities and beyond.
We’ve also asked God to highlight
areas we need to focus on in order
to flourish and grow as healthy
congregations.
I believe the overwhelming message
is best expressed in 1 Peter 4:8-10
(NLT):
‘Most important of all, continue to
show deep love for each other, for
love covers a multitude of sins.
Cheerfully share your home with
those who need a meal or a place to
stay. God has given each of you a
gift from his great variety of spiritual
gifts. Use them well to serve one
another.’
Peter is talking about a servant
hearted sacrificial love that leads to
action. It leads us to share and give
everything we have in expressing this
love. Our homes, our hospitality, our
money, our time and our attention,
shared in sacrificial love and service
to one another. But, if we only share
with and serve those we find it easy
to love it isn’t really a sacrifice is it?
On a personal level this has been
one of the greatest challenges in
my walk with Jesus.
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Elder, Hattersley Community Church
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I don’t find it hard to love Jesus, but
I’ve often found it hard to love some
other Christians. Sometimes it’s
because they’re not the kind of
people I would chose to spend time
with before I was a Christian and
sometimes it’s just because I don’t
understand why they behave in a
certain way. However, we can’t just
pick and choose who we serve and
who we love.
‘We love each other because he
loved us first. If someone says, “I
love God,” but hates a fellow
believer, that person is a liar; for if we
don’t love people we can see, how
can we love God, whom we cannot
see? And he has given us this
command: Those who love God must
also love their fellow believers.’
1 John 4:19-21

I believe that demonstrating this
servant hearted, sacrificial love could
change everything. People will feel
included, accepted and treasured,
rather than left out or lonely.
It’ll be a great witness too, Jesus tells
us “Your love for one another will
prove to the world that you are my
disciples.” John 13:35. As we
corporately love each other in
authentic service, people will see
Christ in us and be drawn to Him.
So as we seek to serve God and play
our parts in His great plans, let us,
“Live a life filled with love, following
the example of Christ. He loved us
and offered himself as a sacrifice for
us, a pleasing aroma to God.”
Ephesians 5:2
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From The Message Bible

The churches in Mottram are
launching two exciting new
ventures and we are now
recruiting volunteers to join us!
Befriending Service

Tell Archippus,

Working together with Awburn House Surgery, we want to
combat loneliness among older people in Longdendale.

“Do your best in the
job you received
from the Master.

Are you willing to give one hour a week (or more!), from
March, to befriend someone who is referred to, or contacts,
the service?
Silver Sundays
We have a wonderful opportunity to serve residents of
William Ford House and Balmoral Care Home by providing
a short (30 mins) monthly worship service on a Sunday
afternoon followed by a cup of tea and a natter.

Do your very best.”
Be extravagant!

(Don’t give up)

Go the extra mile because
God is extravagant
Colossians 4. V17
The Message Bible,
Gwen Taylor

(source unknown)
Gwen Taylor

Are you willing to become part of the team or crowd?

Your community needs

you!

If you would like to know more and/or volunteer to help with either of these opportunities,
please sign up on the form provided, or contact your church leader.
Debs

Tanzanian Visitors Clear to Travel
It’s been a bit of a battle but as Insight was being
finalised and just two weeks before they arrive we
have heard that our Tanzanian Visitors have their
work visas and tickets to come. So Margaret, Dr
Motto and Zeph are arriving on March 9th and stay
until March 28th.
Please pray for their visit and look out for extra
events where you will be able to meet and learn.
We’ll let you know what will be happening! Or
contact me: Ruth 07854688373

Mighty Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 11th March
from 8 to 9.45.
Please let Martyn Catterall know if you will be there
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Next Insight Copy Deadline
Sunday 19th March
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Some provisional dates. (All T.B.C.)
Sun. 12th.
Joint MEC & HCC Morning Service
Tue. 14th.
MEC Morning Prayers
Wed. 15th. MEC & HCC Prayer Evening
Fri. 17th.
Top Chapel Testimony and Prayer
Sat. 18th
MEC African Evening
Sun. 19th
Zeph. Preaching at Top Chapel
Tue. 21st.
MEC Morning Prayers
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Mottram Matters
Small Groups in MEC
We have a number of small groups functioning within MEC which
exist to provide several things:

they help us to form friendships with others in church at a
deeper level than is possible on a Sunday

they are the primary means of pastoral support and ministry to each other within
the church

they provide a place for us to pray together for individuals, the church, the
community and national/global issues

they offer an opportunity to discuss the Bible together and learn more about God
and His ways

Members’ Meeting | 19th March 2017 |
Approx. 1pm after Morning Worship
Our next church members’ meeting is planned for the
afternoon of Sunday 19th March. If you are a committed
follower of Jesus, and in regular fellowship at MEC but
have not yet become a formal member of the church,
why not consider joining as a member? Please contact Martyn or one of the other
elders and we will happily arrange an opportunity to chat over the privileges and
responsibilities of membership with you!

MnS Vacation

Susan and I are planning to get away for a few days of rest
We encourage everyone to join a small group if possible. If you are not yet part of such and recuperation in a secret location in Derbyshire from
a group, but would like to find out more about them, don’t hesitate to speak with Martyn Sunday 6th March. We shall be switching our phones off
about this!
so that we can give our undivided attention to one another!
So, if you need urgent pastoral support during that week,
please contact your small group leader or one of the
Keep Prayer Hot in Lent!
elders.
One of our primary expressions of dependence on God is prayer. The kind of prayer
that earnestly pursues God for His word, His way, His works, His wonders. The kind of
prayer that intercedes for God’s mercy in a broken, hurting world. The kind of prayer
that repents of waywardness, pride and sin. Let’s keep prayer hot during 2017!
In addition to the weekly times for prayer together, we have an opportunity to join with
believers from other churches in Longdendale during Lent. Lent is a forty day period
set aside in the annual calendar to prepare for Easter. It is a solemn time of personal
preparation through prayer, repentance and often self-denial and fasting.
This year, some of the churches in Longdendale and Glossopdale have planned to
meet together to pray once a week in various venues in the area. You are warmly
invited to join in these prayer times (0715-0815) and/or to continue afterwards (08150900) for a simple breakfast and fellowship together.
Date
1st March
8th. March
15th March
22nd March
29th March
5th April
12th April
4

Venue
St. Andrew’s, Hadfield
St. Mary’s, Hollingworth
Mottram Evangelical Church
Tintwistle URC
HCC at Hattersley Baptist Church
Top Chapel, Charlesworth
St. Andrew’s, Hadfield
www.mottramec.co.uk

Leadership Explored
Leadership Explored provides a monthly
opportunity to meet with others to explore
and reflect on various leadership principles
found in the Bible. At present, we are slowly
working our way through the book of
Nehemiah as the basis of our conversation
together.
Leadership Explored is open to anyone in the church. Consider this your warm
invitation! You do not have to be in a leadership role to benefit from it. You may aspire
to become a more effective and faithful leader in the home, at work, in the community
or in the church. You may want to understand what leadership is, so that you can
support and pray for a leader you know. Or you may just be curious to know more
about what the Bible teaches.
Whatever your reasons, you would be most welcome to join us: 7pm on the fourth
Sunday evening each month for a couple of hours. Refreshments are provided. Bring
your Bible and a pen/notebook!

Martyn

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Ladies night

Victory by Elsie Groves

at Herb and Spice, Dukinfield.

Come along to our retro cinema experience and soak up the nostalgic atmosphere, the warm
welcome and the smell of popcorn!

Movies in March:
Youth film night: Friday 17th @ 6.30pm (see Chris Kneen for details)
Family Movies: Saturday 18th @ 10am (film details in foyer)
Church film night: Sunday 19th @ 6.30pm (film details in foyer)
Hollywood classic: Monday 20th @ 2pm (film details in foyer)
*FREE ENTRY * Doors open 15 minutes earlier*
*Refreshments available* Ice-cream interval with each showing*

Since last summer, we at MEC have been
hosting a regular Pilates session at
1.30pm on Wednesdays, which has
proved both popular and beneficial.

8 pm, Monday 13th March
When troubles come upon us so,
And doubts into our minds do flow,
It’s when the Devil tempts our souls
And tries to lure us from our goal.
We trust in God’s unfailing love,
And fix our hearts on Him above,
We rest upon His word alone
Where promises to us are shown.
He cares for sparrows when they fall,
But cares for us far over all,
God promises His love always
Will hold us to Him all for days.
So when we’re down and feeling weak,
We turn to Him, His strength to seek,
And He will lift us by His power
Which strengthens us from hour to hour.
And Jesus Christ our Saviour, Friend,
Will be with us right to the end,
for after death He rose again
God has the victory, Praise His Name
Elsie Groves

So in addition to this there will be a weekly
Pilates class starting on Monday March 13th from 5.30 to 6.30pm for
anyone who is interested but can’t make Wednesday afternoons. (It was
the only slot where the church was free, I was available and Debbie, the
trainer could fit us in!) It costs £5 per session or £20 for a block of 5.

This poem was written by an old friend from our church
in Liverpool. She had a book of her poems printed
years ago in aid of The Leprosy Mission.

Please let family and friends know as nothing is more effective than a
personal invitation. We now have a strong group on a Wednesday
afternoon with growing friendships as well as improving health. Susan C.

This poem was read out at her funeral and I felt it was
really encouraging in the light of the many problems
people are encountering in our MEC fellowship at the
moment.
Barbara C.
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When she went to be with the Lord a few weeks ago,
her daughters had another book of her more recent
poems printed in memory of her also in aid of The
Leprosy Trust and also Compassion UK.

Indian and English food.
It is an opportunity for the ladies to get to know
each other better and to build up relationships.
Please contact me on 0161 425 5818 or Susan C. to
pre-order your food. Sue D

Monday 14th
to Friday 18th
August 2017.
The
Guardians of
Ancora return
for further
adventures
this summer.
It’s simply the best fun anyone
can have in August—whether you
are a child taking part or an adult
making it all happen.
If you have helped organise this
event in previous years or want to
lend a hand (there are things
everyone can do)—please let Liz
Benstead know.

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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What, Where, When and Who
What happens in and around
our Churches,
When it happens,
Where it takes place and
Who to contact for more
details and to volunteer.
Sundays

(see Diary Dates for full details)

10.30 am

Mottram Morning Worship
MEC, Stalybridge Road
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016
martyn@mottramec.co.uk

10.30 am

Hattersley Morning Worship
Pinfold Primary School,
Hattersley
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Monday
2.00 pm
To 4.00 pm

Mottram Monday Matinee
MEC
Debs F 07446 893445

5.30 pm
To 6.30 pm

Pilates
NEW!
MEC
Debbie Hansom 07758 217754
Susan C. 07947 632283

7.45 pm
(2nd Mon
of Month)

Tearfund Prayer Meeting
Venue varies.
Shirley Brierley 01457 764700

Tuesdays
6.30 am
To 8.30 am

Early Morning Prayer
MEC - Drop in as convenient.
Susan C. 07947 632283

9.15 am
To 10.15 am

Tuesday Prayer
MEC
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016

11.15 am
to 12.45 pm
School term

Tuesday Café
MEC
Linda Winson 01457 764225

4.45 pm
To 6.00 pm

Rock Solid
Ages 8 to 13
Meeting Place
Sam Patterson 07870 984863
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Wednesdays
9.45 am
to 11.00 am

HCC Prayer
4 Worthington Close,
Hattersley.
Sylvia Garry 0161 368 0952

9.30 am to
11.30 am
School term

Mums’ Bible Study
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

10.00 am

Men’s Group
MEC 2nd Weds of month
Paul Barlow 0161 366 8531

1.30 pm

6.30pm
To 7.30 pm

Pilates
MEC
Debbie Hansom 07758 217754
Susan C. 07947 632283
Creative Drop-in Sessions
Ages 10-16.years
The Hub
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

7.30 pm
To 9.00 pm

Lifecentre Youth Group
High School Age
The Hub
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Various
Times

MEC Small Groups
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016

Church Directory Amendments
Please note that this is the correct
email address for the Bennigsens:
mark.bennigsen@ntlworld.com
(an extra ‘n’ appeared from
somewhere).
In the entry for Karen Soumah,
please ignore/omit last 3 lines.
(A production error retained some
Solomon details
instead of
sending them up
to Top Chapel).

In addition to the Bible reading
plans suggested by Steve P. at
the start of the year, Jason I.
would like to recommend the on
-line recourse ‘The Bible Project’
‘The reading
plan is roughly
chronological
and is really
helped by the
addition of the
videos on the passage or book
of the bible.’ (Jason)
It can be found at
https://thebibleproject.com/
reading-plan/
and offers various ways of
viewing the plan, including a
mobile app.

Thursdays
10.00 am
to 12 noon
School term

MEC Womans’ Prayer & Bible
Group.
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

6.30 pm
to 8.00 pm
School term

Kids 4 Christ
Junior School Age (8+)
MEC
Jim Towell 0161 330 9058
jim@towells.info

8.00 pm
To 9.30 pm

HCC Small Group
Ruth 07854 688373

8.00 pm

MEC Worship Group
MEC
Susan C. 07947 632283

Fridays
4.00 pm

www.mottramec.co.uk

Adventure Club
Ages 8-14 years
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Eileen Gunning at
MEC has a slow
cooker she no
longer uses and
would love to pass
on to someone who
needs it.

Hand-made greeting cards
including Mother's Day cards
will be on display in the MEC
foyer during March.
There is no set price but a donation for image
would be welcome. Sue L.

The next print edition of Insight will be available on Sunday 26th
March
The January Insight Copy Deadline will therefore be on
Sunday 19th March
Stephen and Margaret
Articles for Insight—Sorry! We can’t be everywhere!
If you have photos or reports on Mottram or Hattersley church events, please send them to us for including in Insight
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
4 Hall Drive, Mottram, SK14 6LH 01457 764753
See the Diary Dates for the copy deadline.
Stephen and Margaret Winfield

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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March Diary Dates
Wed 1st

LONG
HCC
MEC

7.15 am
9.45 am
various

Lent Prayer Together (St Andrew’s, Hadfield)
Isaiah 62 Prayer for Israel (at 4, Worthington Close)
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 2nd

HCC

8.00 pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

Sun 5th

MEC
HUB
HCC
HCC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
7.00 pm

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship
Prayer Meeting (until 8.30pm at HBC)

Tue 7th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am

Tuesday Prayers

Wed 8th

LONG
MEC
MEC

7.15 am
10.00 am
various

Lent Prayer Together (St Mary’s, Hollingworth)
MEC Men’s Group
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 9th

HCC

8.00 pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

Sat 11th

MEC

8.00 am

Mottram Mighty Men’s Breakfast

Sun 12th

MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
4.00 pm

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Prayer 4 Kids’n’Youth

8.00 pm

Ladies Night at Herb and Spice, Dukinfield

Mon 13th
Tue 14th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am

Tuesday Prayers

Wed 15th

LONG
UTD

7.15 am
8.00 pm

Lent Prayer Together (MEC)
United Prayer and Vision Evening at HBC

Sun 19th

Insight Copy Deadline
MEC
10.10 am
MEC
10.30 am
HCC
10.30 am
MEC
1.00 pm
MEC
4.00 pm

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning All Age Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship
MEC Church Members Meeting
Prayer 4 Prodigals

Tue 21st

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am

Tuesday Prayers

Wed 22nd

LONG
MEC

7.15 am
various

Lent Prayer Together (Tintwistle URC)
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 23rd

HCC

8.00pm

HCC Small Group Meeting

Sun 26th

New Insight in print and online at mottramec.co.uk
MEC
10.10 am
Prayer 4 Church
MEC
10.30 am
Mottram Morning Worship
HCC
10.30 am
Hattersley Morning Worship
MEC
7.00 pm
Leadership Explored in Nehemiah

Tue 28th

MEC

6.30 & 9.15 am

Tuesday Prayers

Wed 29th

LONG
MEC

7.15 am
various

Lent Prayer Together (HBC)
MEC Small Group Meetings

MEC
UTD
Hub
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Mottram Evangelical Church.
United Meetings (at MEC unless stated)
The Hub, Hattersley

HCC
Hattersley Community Church
HBC
Hattersley Baptist Church
LONG Longdendale Churches

Mottram
Evangelical Church

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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