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Martyn Cooling

Pastor, Mottram Evangelical Church

Mottram Evangelical Church
and

Hattersley Community Church
are interdependent churches who seek to
be evangelical in their understanding and
charismatic in their experience. Together

we live to glorify God, serve his church and
reach his world.
Insight is the monthly newsletter,
prepared by Margaret and Stephen
Winfield and published in print and on-line
by Mottram Evangelical Church, Stalybridge
Road, Mottram, Hyde, Cheshire. SK14 6NF.
Tel. 01457 764113.
Articles for inclusion should be submitted
before the deadline indicated on the ’diary
dates’ page. Contributions should be sent
to 4, Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
We do ask that contributors submit their
name for inclusion with submissions, as
personal contributions are accepted on the
understanding that they are not necessarily
the opinions of the Editors or the Church
Elders.
Church Child Protection Policy
All church children’s and young people’s
work is carried out by personnel who have
undergone disclosures and in accordance
with the Church’s Child Protection Policy.
To view this policy please call Jim on 01457
764113.’

On the cover
Most of the
team serving at
Gordon’s 100th
Big Night Out
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Proverbs 4:23 has been a key
Bible text for me over many
years. There I am instructed
to guard, or keep watch over,
my heart (the centre of our
desires, our affections and
our wills). The reason for this
is that the disposition of my
heart determines the course
and direction of my life.
What is the trajectory of your life?
Towards increasing faith, joy,
righteousness and delight in God? Or
is the pull of worldliness gaining
ground in your desires? My sense is
that this is a priority issue for us to
grapple with: to keep our hearts and
minds fixed on things above.
God has been challenging me to
guard my heart against a particular
thing: the danger of unbelief!
Unbelief is a subtle but devastating
condition of the heart in which I do
not, or will not, put my trust in the
power of God and believe that his
faithful promises apply to me.
Spurgeon observed that “unbelief
hath more phases than the moon,
and more colours than the
chameleon”.
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I am conscious that unbelief can
even masquerade in my heart as
what looks like belief!
So, I can believe that God can heal
the sick (and I do!) and yet wrestle
with a crippling unbelief that he can’t
heal me. God is faithful to his
promises for everyone else, but not
to me! Lord I believe: help my
unbelief!
In this way, sinful unbelief can lurk
in my heart without me being aware
of it – but its effects are
devastating. All of my sin can
ultimately be traced back to this
disposition of unbelief and doubting
God’s faithful word, as the episode in
Eden illustrates (Genesis 3). And
unbelief can cause me to waver in

my trust and confidence in God
(Romans 4:20-21, Hebrews 3:12).
Unbelief can produce in me a cynical
hardness to the evidence of what
God is doing (Mark 16:14). Like the
Israelites, unbelief can result in a
delayed entry into God’s new season
for us, wandering around in circles in
the wilderness until our hearts are
ready for his way forward (Numbers
14, Romans 11:20). And unbelief
may mean that God bypasses us,
moving on to perform his mighty
works somewhere else instead
(Matthew 13:58, Mark 6:6, Acts
19:9).
Ultimately, unbelief steers me
onto a path of increasing selfreliance, and to a mind-set that
I must meet my own needs. I
have experienced this path: it is
no way to live!
It leads to pride, anxiety,
impatience, regrets, unhealthy
shame, disappointments,
coveting, apathy and despair.
May God give us grace to battle
each day against the subtle and
destructive grip of unbelief and
to take hold of his great and
precious promises to us!

www.hattersleycc.co.uk

Martyn
2

From The Message Bible
“I don’t think the way you
think.
The way you work isn’t the
way I work.

I am God and today I
will be handling all
your problems.
Please remember that
I don’t need your
help.
If life happens to
deliver a situation you
cannot handle, do
not attempt to resolve
it.

For as the sky soars high
above earth, so the way I
work surpasses the way you
work, and the way I think is Kindly place it in the
beyond the way you think.” “Something for God to
do” box.

Isaiah ch.55, v 8 & 9 This will be handled in
The Message Bible, my time not yours.

Gwen Taylor

Mighty Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 12th
from 8 to 9.45.
Please let Martyn know if you will
be there.
(the ladies will go hungry this
month)
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If it is a situation you
think you can handle,
please consult me
first.
Hilary
McClay.
She and
her
husband David are
leaders of ‘New Wine
Ireland
’

In January to March, we will be providing an opportunity for those who are interested in
exploring some fundamental and big questions to get together over a meal and have a
conversation together under the title “Identity”.
Identity explores questions such as the following by examining themes in the Gospel of
John over a seven week process of discovery.

Who am I?

What is the purpose of life?

Who is God?

Can I make contact with him?

During this process, nothing is assumed. Everything is explained. Anything can be asked!
Each session reveals more about the identity and mission of Jesus and shows why he is
the key to life and the one who can answer our big questions. The sessions are suitable
for those who are not yet Christians and interested in knowing more, or those who are
new to the faith.
The dates and themes for Identity are as follows:
19th Jan

The God who created us (Are science and Christianity enemies or friends?)

26th Jan

The God who wants to rescue us (What about other religions?)

2th Feb

The God we were made for (Where can I find lasting pleasure?)

9th Feb

The God who wants to comfort us (Why do we suffer?)

16th Feb

The God who loves relationships (Do I need to go to church to be a
Christian?)

1st Mar

The God who died for us (Does God care about justice?)

8th Mar

The God who wants to persuade us (Do I need to see in order to believe?)

Each session will begin with a meal at 7 pm and we aim to finish the sessions at
approximately 9pm.
For those who are not new to faith or exploring what Christianity is about, please
consider who you might invite to come along to Identity with you. And don’t forget to
pray that the Holy Spirit will lead many to faith in Jesus!

Martyn

Gwen Taylor
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Mottram Matters
Carol Singing in Mottram

Africa Feedback

On Tuesday 22nd December, a
group of us will be singing carols
and giving a small gift to the
people in the four residential
homes in Mottram as follows:

Thank you very much for your prayers and
support to us during our recent missions trip
to Tanzania and South Africa. We would very
much like to share with you some of the things
we saw and learned whilst over there.

3.00 pm Balmoral

So …

6.30 pm Chambers Court

Please book the afternoon of Sunday 10th January for an Africa Feedback
session. We will provide a simple lunch (bread and soup, cake and tea/coffee)
and then spend an hour or so giving you some of the highlights of our time in
Dodoma and Cape Town. We will close with prayer.

7.15 pm William Ford
8.00 pm Lowry Court
If you would like to be involved in this ministry to our elderly neighbours,
please meet us just before 3 pm at Balmoral, or just before 6.30 pm outside
Chambers Court (off Ashworth Lane).

We would also like to invite you to make a donation to the general funds for
the Tanzania (UK) Trust to support their other ministries in Dodoma apart from
the new medical centre (we will explain more on the day).
Please come prepared to give generously and joyfully!

Wednesday Worship Christmas Celebration
One of the fruit of the Monday Matinee and
Tuesday Café ministries is that we have
developed excellent relationships with a
number of the older members of the
community.
In September, we provided a Harvest Service followed by
a simple lunch on a Wednesday morning. The service was
short (including the sermon!), used hymns that our older
friends are familiar with and included a testimony and a
time of prayer. Around 50 people attended, half of whom
would not find our Sunday morning meetings accessible.

Time to Book: Church Weekend Away 2016
Please set aside the weekend of 6th-8th
May 2016 in your diaries for the next MEC
Weekend Away at Cloverley Hall in
Shropshire!
This will be another fun-filled and faithstimulating weekend together in the peaceful
and beautiful surroundings of Cloverley Hall.
We have not yet managed to determine the actual costs for the weekend, so
the following costs are estimated based on the feedback from Cloverley to date
and may change slightly:

Due to popular request, we are going to have another Wednesday Worship as
£100
10-12 (as at 6/5/16)
part of our Christmas celebrations. This will be on Wednesday 16th December Adults
5-9
(as
at
6/5/16)
£31
0-4
(as at 6/5/16)
at 11:30 am and will be followed by a simple lunch (soup and a roll, and cakes
and a hot drink).
There will be surcharges for rooms with en-suite facilities and
discounts
for those who wish to make use of the camping
Please pray that God will use this event to minister his grace and mercy to
facilities
rather
than have rooms in the main house. Booking
those who attend. And please consider coming along and sharing with us as
forms
are
available
from the church lobby or on request from
we lift up our hearts in praise to our Saviour! You don’t have to be “elderly” to
Elizabeth
Benstead.
attend!
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£62
Free

Martyn
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We would like to encourage people to book tables as a group of friends/
church etc. It will be such a great enjoyable event – very different! We can
be flexible. It’s £25 a ticket, so if there are a group of 8 or more, we can
just cluster the tables together to form your own group of friends for the
event: a party within a party!
Ruth

Recently at HCC there has been an increased awareness that we
need to deepen the love that we have for each other in the
fellowship.
To help promote this we’re organising 10 days of prayerWed 2nd to Fri 11th December.

Attention! Betel Director is going on the run ..... The London Marathon that is.
On Sunday, 24th April Anthony Parkinson from Betel, Manchester will be taking part in the
2016 London Marathon in order to raise much needed funds for our centre in Chorlton.
Betel is a registered Christian charity dedicated to restoring the lives of men who are
struggling with addiction problems and so enable them to lead healthy, independent
lifestyles. The men are also introduced to Jesus as the source of true restoration within a
loving Christian community.
And this is the part where you come in.
If you would like to support Anthony through sponsorship then I will have a sponsor form
ready for you to fill in and will gladly
provide you with further information
regarding this valuable ministry.

The vision is to mobilise the whole church (children as well) to
pray for an hour in as many of our church households as possible
over the 10 day period ending with our usual 7-11pm prayer
meeting on Friday 11th at Hattersley Baptist Church.
For those at HCC, if you’ve not signed up already to host an hour
at your house I’ll be in contact soon.
Blessings, Jim

John Carruthers
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Real Lives 2016 is a series of
In preparation for these events,
opportunities to share our faith
there are several things you can be
with our family, friends and
doing:
neighbours during the course of the
year.
• Consider prayerfully who you can invite
to one or all of these evenings: I would
It will culminate in five days of outreach
challenge you to find 3 people for
from 28 September to 2 October during
whom you pray consistently during the
which the speaker Roger Carswell will
course of 2016, and let’s see what God
interview some well-known Christians
will do in and for them!
about how their faith influences their
lives.
• Set aside an hour each month to pray
together with people from the other
Most of the local churches in Mottram
churches: this will be from 8 pm – 9
and Hattersley are involved in planning
pm on the third Monday of each
this together and we hope to be able to
month, starting in January. Let’s ask
have a joint worship service and
and be amazed! We will also pray at
celebration together on Sunday 2nd
our monthly prayer and vision evenings
October.
on the third Wednesday of each
month.
Our vision is to be able to erect a large
marquee on an area of grass somewhere
• Prepare to support this financially: it
in Mottram which will be used for the
will not be cheap to arrange these
Roger Carswell interviews during the
events and none of the churches is
evenings, and events for children from
overflowing with funds, and so we shall
the local schools during the days.
Martyn
need to give generously!

Thank you to all those who
organised and supported the
image fundraiser event on
November 21st.
You raised £352.90 which is
much appreciated.
Thank you, too, for all your
prayerful support for the work
and my role in it.

"I completely lost myself
in it, I genuinely thought
I'd gone back in time to
the movies!"

I'm back in Styal prison every
Thursday and also embarking
on a major project: to write a
post-abortion support
programme for general
release around Easter 2016. I
would very much value prayer
for both these things.
If you are interested in
getting involved with image,
our next training course is
starting in Manchester in
January.
See www.imagenet.org.uk for
details or chat to me.

Christine
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Gordon’s 100th

A very big thank you to all who helped on the
evening and a special thank you to our young
people who really did do 'service with a smile'!
We look forward to celebrating the next 100th, not
long to go Martyn!

The Matinee Team

We celebrated Gordon's centennial birthday in
style on Monday 2nd November.
Guests were treated to a three course meal, New
Orleans jazz sounds from the Harlem Hot Stompers and
musical numbers from the fabulous Bethany Heywood.
But it didn't stop there.. We had a surprise visit from
‘HRH the Queen’ who wanted to personally deliver
Gordon's present, as well as a 'This is Your Life'
presentation with some never before seen photos (he
hasn't aged a bit!).
The night was topped off with a magnificent fireworks
display.
The evening was enjoyed by all and the family commented in a card: 'The
attention to detail and the teamwork from all concerned made it a night
that will be remembered for many years to come. The young waitresses
and waiters were a credit to you all and very polite and efficient.'
7
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What, Where, When and Who

Miscellany

What happens in and around
our Churches, When it happens,
Where it takes place and Who to
contact for more details and to
volunteer.
Sundays

(see Diary Dates for full details)

10.30 am

Mottram Morning Worship
MEC, Stalybridge Road
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016
martyn@mottramec.co.uk

10.30 am

The Tuesday Café Christmas Meal
takes place on December 1st and
December 8th.

10.00 am

6.00 pm
to 7.30 pm

MEC/HCC Lads Cell

8.00 pm
to 10.00 pm

Small Groups

Monday
2.00 pm
To 4.00 pm

Mottram Monday Matinee

7.00 pm to
8.30 pm

Church Aloud

7.45 pm
(2nd Mon
of Month)

MEC
Debs F 07446 893445
MEC
Louise Lee 01457 762173

MEC (13 to 17’s)
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Venue varies.
Shirley Brierley 01457 764700

11.15 am
to 12.45 pm
School term

Tuesday Café

5.15 pm
To 6.30 pm

Rock Chicks
Meeting Place (10-14’s)
Sam Patterson 07870 984863

MEC
Linda Winson 01457 764225

Thursdays
10.00 am

MEC Womans’ Prayer &
Bible Group.

to 12 noon
School term

MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

6.30 pm
to 8.00 pm
School term

Kids 4 Christ

7.00 pm
To 8.30 pm

Wednesdays
10.15 am
to 11.30 am

HCC Prayer

9.30 am to
11.30 am

Mums’ Bible Study

4 Worthington Close,
Hattersley.
Sylvia Garry 0161 368 0952
MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

7.00 pm
To 9.00 pm

8.00 pm

www.mottramec.co.uk

The meal consists of three courses
with drinks and with live music by
Michael Ramplin from 11:30am.
Advance booking required and
December 1st is full. Tickets are £8
available from me.
The café team will then take a break
and the normal Tuesday Cafe service will recommence on the
12th January 2016.

Sue Lancashire

Various locations.
MEC Martyn Cooling
01457 238016

Tearfund Prayer Meeting

Tuesdays
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Men’s Group
MEC 2nd Weds of month
Paul Barlow 0161 366 8531

Hattersley Morning Worship
Pinfold Primary School,
Hattersley
Jim Solomon 07985 029115

It’s Church Directory time again.
Can you please let Martyn Catterall or Margaret
Howarth if you have any changes or corrections to
your address, telephone numbers or email

MEC (Junior school age)
Jim Towell 0161 330 9058.
jim@towells.info

Lifecentre Youth Group
The Hub
Rivkah 07990 747627

Create Street Dance
The Hub
Rivkah 07990 747627
(8-12y 7pm, 13y+ 8pm)

MEC Worship Group
MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

Eileen would
like to thank
everyone who
checked if they
had her lost
tape. This has now been
returned to her.

Following my article in
October, a couple of folk
have indicated an interest
in taking an Oak Hall
winter holiday, either to
ski or to enjoy the
mountains on foot. Time is
running out to book, so if you are really interested
in a week of mountains, snow, fellowship and
teaching, please let me know ASAP. Stephen

When a deadline IS a deadline.
The January 2016 Insight Copy Deadline will
be on Sunday 20th December so the printed
version is ready for December 27th.
Due to Christmas, late
submissions will delay
production.

Stephen and Margaret

If anyone has
the need for a
paper
shredder, Dot
Peake has one
which she has
no use for and
would like to
pass it on to someone who has.

Articles for Insight—Sorry! We can’t be everywhere!
If you have photos or reports on Mottram or Hattersley church events, please send them to us for including in Insight
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
4 Hall Drive, Mottram, SK14 6LH 01457 764753
See the Diary Dates for the copy deadline.

Stephen and Margaret Winfield
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December Diary Dates
Wed 2nd

MEC
HCC

Wed 2nd
to Fri 11th

HCC

Sun 6th

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

7.00 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Prayer for Church (at 4 Worthington Close)
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper

Wed 9th

MEC
MEC

10.00 am
various

MEC Men’s Group
MEC Small Group Meetings

Fri 11th

HCC

7.00 pm

7-11 Prayer Night (at HBC to 11 pm)

Sat 12th

MEC

8.00 am

Mottram Mighty Men’s Breakfast

Sun 13th

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

7.00 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
4.30 pm

Prayer for Church (at 4 Worthington Close)
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship
Prayer 4 Youth and Children

Wed 16th

MEC
HCC

11.30 am
7.30 pm

MEC

8.00 pm

Wednesday Worship
HCC Prayer Walking and Outreach
(meet at 4 Worthington Close)
MEC Prayer and Vision Evening

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

7.00 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Prayer for Church (at 4 Worthington Close)
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship All Age Service
Hattersley Morning All Age Worship
Carols by Candlelight

Tue 22nd

MEC

Various

Carol Singing around Mottram
(see inside Insight)

Fri 25th

MEC
HCC

10.30 am
10.30 am

Christmas Morning All Age Worship
Christmas Day Celebration (at HBC)

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

7.00 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Prayer for Church (at 4 Worthington Close)
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship

HCC

11.00 pm

Watch Night Service (at Top Chapel)

various
7.30 pm

HCC 10 Days of Prayer (see inside Insight)

Sun 20th

January Insight Deadline

Sun 27th

Thu 31st

MEC Small Group Meetings
HCC Whole Church Bible Study (at HBC)

January Insight

MEC = Mottram Evangelical Church.
UTD = United Meetings (at MEC unless stated)
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Mottram Evangelical
Church

HCC = Hattersley Community Church
HBC = Hattersley Baptist Church
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