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Jim Solomon

Pastor, Hattersley Community Church

Mottram Evangelical Church
and

Hattersley Community Church
are interdependent churches who seek to
be evangelical in their understanding and
charismatic in their experience. Together

we live to glorify God, serve his church
and reach his world.

Insight is the monthly newsletter,
prepared by Margaret and Stephen
Winfield and published in print and on-line
by Mottram Evangelical Church,
Stalybridge Road, Mottram, Hyde,
Cheshire. SK14 6NF. Tel. 01457 764113.
Articles for inclusion should be submitted
before the deadline indicated on the
’diary dates’ page. Contributions should be
sent to 4, Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail
to
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
We do ask that contributors submit their
name for inclusion with submissions, as
personal contributions are accepted on the
understanding that they are not
necessarily the opinions of the Editors or
the Church Elders.
Church Child Protection Policy
All church children’s and young people’s
work is carried out by personnel who have
undergone disclosures and in accordance
with the Church’s Child Protection Policy.
To view this policy please call Jim on
01457 764113.’

On the cover
Monday Matinee
members rest their
feet and enjoy the
sun on their summer
trip to Buxton
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Camping is one of those words
that tends to divide; you either
love it or hate it. If you are a
fan, I hope that your experience
this summer was better than my
one night in gale force winds
with rocks on the pegs to stop
the tent flying away!
The Bible talks a lot about tents.
Abraham is highlighted as one who
was willing to leave his comfortable
home to follow God’s call and live in
tents. He was looking beyond this
world to his eternal home built by God
(Hebrews 11:9-10). As Christians, we
also need to have this camping
mentality, realising that although we
live on this earth it’s not really our
home. We should therefore hold
lightly to the things of this world and
be flexible and adaptable so that we
can respond to God’s call for our lives.
Over the last few months I’ve felt the
call of God to move out into a new
area. Out of the blue in March, I was
approached by Top Chapel
(Charlesworth Congregational Church)
if I would consider becoming their
Pastor as Stephen Hartle is due to
retire. To be honest, my initial
reaction was “Why would I want to do
that?” but I agreed to pray about it.
Since then as I and others have
prayed it became clearer that this was
where the Lord was leading. The
result is that from 1st September I will
pastor Top Chapel on a part-time
basis. I will still continue to pastor
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HCC part-time for at least 6 months
but after that only the Lord knows
what will happen.
As with any call of God, I don’t know
every detail of what the Lord is doing
here nor how things will exactly work
out but having prayed a lot myself,
asking others to pray into the situation
and calling the whole of HCC to pray
and fast I have some sense. It seems
that what the Lord is up to is bigger
than Top Chapel and HCC and will
involve other fellowships in the wider
locality. The scripture that carries the
greatest sense of vision is Isaiah 54:13. As you’ve guessed it’s about tents!
There are four aspects to what I and
others have sensed that the Lord is
saying:
Do not hold back (v2) – let’s all be
flexible and willing to courageously
follow God’s leading for our lives.
Lengthen your cords (v2) – let’s
pray and act so that all our church
fellowships increase their area of
influence with the gospel both
individually and together.

Strengthen your stakes (v2) – let’s
pray and act that each church
fellowship is strengthened through the
process.
The children of the desolate one
will be more than the children of
her who is married (v1) – together
as we respond to the Lord’s calling we
can expect spiritual children.
Please take some time to pray
over Isaiah 54:1-3 and see what
the Lord is saying to you about
this vision and how you fit into it
(I’d love to hear from you any
relevant revelations that the Lord
shows you). Also as we step out
into this new venture, please pray
specifically for us as a family that
we don’t get over-stretched, that
the Lord would strengthen HCC,
that the gospel would be shared
and people would be born-again.
Thank you.

Happy camping! Jim
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From The Message Bible
A large crowd had arrived and were hungry.
Andrew said, “there’s a little boy here who
has five barley loaves and two fish in his
hands.”
Jesus said, “make the people sit down.”
Jesus took the bread and having given thanks
gave it to the disciples to give to the people.
All five thousand ate as much as they wanted
and twelve baskets of left-overs were
gathered.

“What is that in
your hand,”
God asks you and I.
“Give it to me,”
He says.
“See what I will do
with little things—
they become great
in my hands.”

John ch.6, v5, 8-11
The Message Bible,

Gwen Taylor

Earnest and Beth
Chase in Anchored
Magazine

Gwen Taylor

The MEC elders have called the church to a week of prayer and fasting from Sunday
27th September to Saturday 3rd October as we continue in a season of seeking
God.
The times of the prayer gatherings shown in the diary are approximate at this stage and will be
confirmed nearer the time.
Please do not wait until the week to start praying though! In particular, let us take the next few
weeks to begin to prepare our hearts.
Humble ourselves: Let us confess any hint of pride and self-sufficiency, recognising it for the
sin that it is, and position ourselves in reverent fear and humble acknowledgement of God’s
glory and greatness.

Mighty Men
Breakfast on
Saturday 12th and
Lovely Ladies on
September 19th.
Both from 8 to
9.45.
Please let Martyn
Catterall (men) or Liz
Benstead (ladies)
know if you will be
there.
3
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Pray:
Let us discover the mystery that as we pour out our hearts to God in continual and fervent
prayer, that his Spirit transforms our wills and our desires to hunger and thirst for him alone.
Seek his face:
Let us set our affection on God alone, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and ask him to create in us
such a delight in him, his ways and his works, that the things of this earth lose their appeal in
comparison with the all-satisfying treasure that he is.
Turn from sin:
Let us examine our hearts and bring our will and affections into the light of God’s Word,
allowing him to expose any shadow of sin that interferes with our relationship with him. Let us
repent and confess such sin and receive the forgiveness that Jesus won for us on the cross.

If God’s people will humble themselves and pray, and seek his face and turn from their wicked
ways, then we have a promise that God will hear us, forgive us and restore us!
(2 Chronicles 7:14).

Martyn
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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image news and prayer

Mottram Matters
Save the Date: Church Weekend Away
2016

Thank you for your continued prayer and support. Below are some items of news for
praise and prayer.

Please set aside the weekend of 6th-8th May
2016 in your diaries for the next MEC Weekend
Away at Cloverley Hall in Shropshire!
This will be another fun-filled and faithstimulating weekend together in the peaceful
and beautiful surroundings of Cloverley Hall.
We have not yet managed to determine the actual costs for the weekend, so the following costs
are estimated based on the feedback from Cloverley to date and may change slightly:
Adults
5-9 (as at 6/5/16)

£110
£31

10-12 (as at 6/5/16)
0-4 (as at 6/5/16)

£62
Free

There will be surcharges for rooms with en-suite facilities and discounts for those who wish to
make use of the camping facilities rather than have rooms in the main house. Booking forms
are available from the church lobby or on request from Elizabeth Benstead.
Church Members’ Meeting
Our next Church Members’ Meeting will take
place on Wednesday 16th September at 8pm at
the church premises. This is an important
meeting, so do put the date in your diary and
ensure that you are able to attend the meeting.
If you have been a regular member of the
congregation but are not yet a church members
and would like to know more about what this
involves, don’t hesitate to speak with Martyn.
Martyn and Susan Away
On Saturday 5th September, after 30 years of marriage, we hit another milestone as Susan
becomes a grandmother!
This is the day that our son Tim will marry his beautiful bride, Sara, and begin his role as both
husband to her and father to her young son, Kevin.
We shall be away in London with Tim for the
week leading up to the wedding to assist in the
preparations for the day.
Should you require any pastoral assistance
during this week, please contact Tim Verrall in
the first instance.
We would value your prayers for the occasion,
and particularly that Martyn does not blubber
while preaching at the wedding!

Martyn
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Last year when we went to
Spain to do the image training,
you may remember that as a church
we sponsored Merche, a doctor from
Madrid, to do the course. Whilst not
currently working, she represents the
Spanish equivalent of the Christian
Medical Fellowship in the press and
on TV on issues like abortion. The
four people in the picture (Left to
right: Merche, Alison, Chris and
Hilde) have now formalised Sifra (the
Spanish equivalent of image) as a
charity and I thought you would be
interested to know that Merche is heading it up as the President of the Association.
They are now planning to run their own image course totally in Spanish. Please pray
for them.
The first image Training Trainers
course took place successfully at
Mottram with people from Bedford,
Huntingdon, Cambridge,
Birmingham, Staffordshire,
Warrington and Spain. Big thanks to
Bob and Janet for a wonderful meal
and to Margaret H, Jonathan and
Alison for their great hospitality and
to all of you for praying. The next
course is 29-31 October. If you are
able to offer B&B for the Thursday
and Friday to any course delegates
please let me know.
On September 12 I am speaking
at the national SPUC
Evangelicals Conference in London and would value your prayers.
Finally, a diary date: on Saturday October 17 at 7pm at the image office we
are celebrating image's 25th anniversary.
Since image was birthed from some meetings
held in the upper room at our church, it would
be good to have people from church there so
please put it in your diaries and if you can bake
some cakes let me know.
Christine
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Buxton Matinee

On Monday 17th
August we took a
coach full of our
friends from the
Matinee and
church over the
hills into Buxton
to enjoy a lovely
lunch at the
Pavilion Gardens
restaurant.

We spent the
afternoon pottering
round the gift
shops, orangery
and beautiful gardens.
Some of us enjoyed a
sneaky go on the train ride too!
We really thank God for the lovely weather
we had (particularly after the Bakewell
washout last year!) and the
smooth running of the day. I
received a phone call that
night from a member of the
church, commenting on
how wonderful it is to see
how the work has grown
and the
relationships
developed
over the last
two years.
We took 17 on our first
trip out in 2013 and on
Monday we had 41 with
us. Here's praying for
many more years,
friendships, trips out and
fun times to come!

The Matinee Team
5

www.mottramec.co.uk

On Friday 25th September,
join us for coffee, cake
and fun at Mottram
Evangelical Church between
10 am and 12 noon.
Bring your family and
friends (plus maybe a cake!)
and together we can help
those affected by cancer.
Margaret and Stephen.

On Saturday, 12th September at
1:30 pm, the Longdendale
Community Group is putting on a
Mottram Treasure Hunt which
promises to be loads of fun.
The event starts and finishes at
Mottram Cricket Club.
The treasure hunt involves a nonstrenuous walk around Mottram
village centre hunting for the answers
to a number of clues which you will
solve by exploring on foot.
If you want to know any more about
the treasure hunt itself, please speak
to me.
Tickets include a cricket tea.
Tickets are available from Shirley
Brierley, Kathryn Hollows or from Nick
& Sue Woods’ shop in Mottram

John Carruthers.
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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What, Where, When and Who

Miscellany

What happens in and around
our Churches, When it happens,
Where it takes place and Who to
contact for more details and to
volunteer.
Sundays

(see Diary Dates for full details)

10.30 am

Mottram Morning Worship
MEC, Stalybridge Road
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016
martyn@mottramec.co.uk

10.30 am

Saturday 29th August
4 pm to 6 pm
Ruth & Phil’s: Shalom,
6a Carrhouse Lane, Hollingworth
(off Mottram Moor)
10.00 am

MEC 2nd Weds of month
Paul Barlow 0161 366 8531

Hattersley Morning Worship
Pinfold Primary School,
Hattersley
Jim Solomon 07985 029115

6.00 pm
to 7.30 pm

MEC/HCC Lads Cell

8.00 pm
to 10.00 pm

Small Groups

Monday
2.00 pm
To 4.00 pm

Mottram Monday Matinee

7.00 pm to
8.30 pm

Church Aloud

7.45 pm
(2nd Mon
of Month)

MEC
Debs F 07446 893445
MEC
Louise Lee 01457 762173

Tuesdays
11.15 am
to 12.45 pm
School term

Tuesday Café

5.15 pm
To 6.30 pm

Rock Chicks
Meeting Place (10-14’s)
Sam Patterson 07870 984863

Various locations.
MEC Martyn Cooling
01457 238016

MEC
Linda Winson 01457 764225

Ladies' breakfasts
will restart on 19th
September at 8 am
and then on 17th Oct
and 21st Nov.

Thursdays
10.00 am

MEC Womans’ Prayer &
Bible Group.

to 12 noon
School term

MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

6.30 pm
to 8.00 pm
School term

Kids 4 Christ

7.00 pm
To 8.30 pm

Lifecentre Youth Group

7.00 pm
To 9.00 pm

Create Street Dance

Wednesdays

MEC (Junior school age)
Jim Towell 0161 330 9058.
jim@towells.info

The Hub
Rivkah 07990 747627

Please could people
let me know if they
are coming
Ladies' prayer
group
will restart on 17th
September
Mums' bible study
will restart on 9th
September

Liz

10.15 am
to 11.30 am

HCC Prayer

9.30 am to
11.30 am

Mums’ Bible Study
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MEC (13 to 17’s)
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Tearfund Prayer Meeting
Venue varies.
Shirley Brierley 01457 764700

£5 each entrance for the Tea Party
All home baked cakes & savouries

Men’s Group

4 Worthington Close,
Hattersley.
Sylvia Garry 0161 368 0952
MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

8.00 pm

www.mottramec.co.uk

The Hub
Rivkah 07990 747627
(8-12y 7pm, 13y+ 8pm)

MEC Worship Group
MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

liz@mottramec.co.uk

The collecting of
plastic tops has now
ended and I thank all
those who took part
in the project.

Jenny

The October Insight
Copy Deadline will
be on Sunday 20th
September and the printed
version should be ready to
collect on Sunday 27th
September

Stephen and Margaret

Articles for Insight—Sorry! We can’t be everywhere!
If you have photos or reports on Mottram or Hattersley church events, please send them to us for including in Insight
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
4 Hall Drive, Mottram, SK14 6LH 01457 764753
See the Diary Dates for the copy deadline.

Stephen and Margaret Winfield

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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September Diary Dates
Sun 30th Aug

MEC
MEC
HCC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship

Sun 6th Sept

MEC
MEC
HCC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship

Wed 9th

MEC
MEC

10.00 am
various

MEC Men’s Group
MEC Small Group Meetings

Fri 11th

HCC

7.00 pm

7-11 Prayer Night (at HBC to 11 pm)

Sat 12th

MEC

8.00 am

Mottram Mighty Men’s Breakfast

Sun 13th

MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
4.30 pm

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Prayer 4 Youth

Tue 15th

MEC

7.45 pm

Prayer 4 Prodigals

Wed 16th

HCC
MEC

7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Prayer Walking and Outreach (meet at 4 Worthington Close)
MEC Church Members’ Meeting

Sat 19th

MEC

8.00 am

Longdendale Lovely Ladies’ Breakfast

Sun 20th

October Insight Deadline
MEC
MEC
HCC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship

Wed 23rd

MEC

various

MEC Small Group Meetings

Fri 25th

MEC

10.00 am

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Sun 27th

October Insight

MEC Week of Prayer and Fasting

MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
7.00 pm

Prayer 4 Church
Mottram All Age Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship
Prayer Gathering

Mon 28th

MEC
MEC

7.00 am
8.00 pm

Prayer Gathering
Prayer Gathering

Tue 29th

MEC
MEC

7.00 am
8.00 pm

Prayer Gathering
Prayer Gathering

Wed 30th

MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

7.00 am
2.00 pm
7.30 pm
various

Prayer Gathering
Prayer Gathering
Whole Church Bible Study (at HBC)
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 1st Oct

MEC
MEC

7.00 am
8.00 pm

Prayer Gathering
Prayer Gathering

Fri 2nd

MEC
MEC

7.00 am
8.00 pm

Prayer Gathering
Prayer Gathering

Sat 3rd

MEC

10 am

Prayer Gathering

MEC = Mottram Evangelical Church.
UTD = United Meetings (at MEC unless stated)
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Mottram Evangelical
Church

HCC = Hattersley Community Church
HBC = Hattersley Baptist Church
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