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Martyn Cooling

Pastor, Mottram Evangelical Church

Mottram Evangelical Church
and

Hattersley Community Church
are interdependent churches who seek to be
evangelical in their understanding and
charismatic in their experience. Together we

live to glorify God, serve his church and reach
his world.
Insight is the monthly newsletter, prepared by
Margaret and Stephen Winfield and published
in print and on-line by Mottram Evangelical
Church, Stalybridge Road, Mottram, Hyde,
Cheshire. SK14 6NF. Tel. 01457 764113.

Articles for inclusion should be submitted
before the deadline indicated on the ’diary
dates’ page. Contributions should be sent to 4,
Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
We do ask that contributors submit their name
for inclusion with submissions, as personal
contributions are accepted on the
understanding that they are not necessarily the
opinions of the Editors or the Church Elders.
Church Child Protection Policy
All church children’s and young people’s work is
carried out by personnel who have undergone
disclosures and in accordance with the Church’s
Child Protection Policy. To view this policy
please call Jim on 01457 764113.’

On the cover This
month we invite everyone
to Bless the community of
Hattersley at the Love
Hattersley events on
Thursday 28th May.

The clear promise of Scripture,
made over and over again (365
times, I’m told) is that no matter
what the circumstances of our
struggle, we do not need to fear
because the eternal God, I AM, is
with us. Isaiah reminds the
children of Israel of this when he
writes the following in Isaiah 43:12:

Pain of any kind is seen as an
enemy to be feared, and a
bewildering array of remedies has
been developed to insure us
against experiencing even the
slightest discomfort, from physical
aches to financial setbacks to
emotional and psychological loss.
And how glad we are to have
access to them when we need
them!
And yet we live in a world where
pain is unavoidable. It is one of
the consequences of the Fall, and
an expression of the bondage to
corruption that sin has introduced. Everywhere we
look, we see people suffering. Starving. Dying.
Fleeing. Hiding. Grieving. Hurting. Fighting.
Enslaved. Hopeless. Bound in all manner of doubts,
fears and addictions.
One of the distortions that the so-called “health
and wealth” prosperity “gospel” has introduced to
the Western church is the widespread notion that
we can expect God to remove every pain, eliminate
every financial setback, heal every illness and
break through every obstacle to our freedom in the
present life. Now please don’t misunderstand me! I
believe in a supernatural, miracle-working, healing
God. I have experienced His awe-inspiring power,
and I am hungry for more of it!
The problem is that I can find no evidence in the
Bible that every difficulty we encounter will be
miraculously removed so that Christians can live
pain free lives. Quite the opposite. In my Bible,
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Corinthians 4:16-18). And the
promise of the Bible is that we
shall not feel disappointed or short
-changed by God!

We live in a Western postChristian society which
has developed a
pathological anxiety
towards anything which
might disturb our comfort.
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Jesus says “In this world, you will have
tribulation” (John 16:33). The Bible most certainly
teaches that those who are “in Christ” will live free
from the presence, the power, the pollution and
the penalty of sin in the world that is to come, free
from sin and sickness and sorrow and shame!
But the expectation that life this side of heaven will
be pain free is what theologians call “over-realised
eschatology”. Its danger is that it sets us up for
becoming disillusioned with faith and disappointed
and resentful against God.
God’s promise is not that we shall not have to
endure trials in this world, but rather that these
trials are productive in our lives, testing our faith in
such a way that its genuineness is displayed in full
colour (James 1:2), forming and shaping our
character (Romans 5:3-5), renewing our new inner
self daily and preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory like nothing we can possibly imagine (2

“Fear not, for I have redeemed
you; I have called you by name,
you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with
you; and through the rivers, they
shall not overwhelm you; when
you walk through fire you shall not
be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”
Let us be honest. Each one of us must pass
through floods and flames at various points in our
lives. But let us also encourage and strengthen
each other to discover God’s presence with us in
the darkest moments when we are walking
through those dark valleys of death. And let us
learn how to lay hold of God’s wonderful promises
to us by faith, knowing that He loves us and that
He will turn the setbacks to our advantage and to
His glory (Romans 8:28).

As a people preparing for the Coming
King, may God grant us grace, courage
and understanding to discover how we
might share in the fellowship of Christ’s
sufferings without flinching or
shrinking back.
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From The Message Bible

Glossop Churches United Prayer
Service

Steep your life in God-reality,
God-initiative, God-provisions.

24th May, 6.30 pm, MEC

Don’t worry about missing out.
Give your entire attention to
what God is doing right now,
and don’t get worked up about
what may or may not happen
tomorrow.
God will help you deal with
whatever hard things come up
when the time comes.
Matthew 6 v33 & 34
The Message Bible,

Gwen Taylor

If it pleases you, O Lord,
to press the shell of my
life to the point of
cracking it, it is still
alright with me; for I
know that you are leading
me to a new beginning!

Korean Prayer Mission
24th to 28th June, Various

Each Pentecost Sunday, a number of the
churches in the Glossop area organise a
united service of worship and prayer, to
coincide with the Global Day of Prayer (for
further information http://
www.globaldayofprayer.com/index.php/
gdop/gdop/). This year it is the turn of
MEC to host the event, followed by
refreshments. We will worship God,
intercede for our community and hear
God’s Word preached for our
encouragement and challenge.
The Message Trust: Love Hattersley
28th May, 7.00 pm, The Hub
A team from The Message Enterprise
Centre have been invited to come to
Hattersley to bring a blessing to the local
community through a variety of activities
during the day, followed by an evening of
music, dance and testimony which is
intended to be suitable for families.

Once again, we will be hosting a group of
around 15 South Korean Christians who
will spend a week in the UK praying for the
Church and the Nation. As in September,
this will be a blessing to be shared
amongst the various congregations in the
area with a variety of gatherings for prayer
and fellowship in the evenings.
Teaching to Equip: God’s FatherHeart
27th June, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm, MEC
Tragically, too many have grown up in the
UK without a consistent, caring father in
our lives, leading to what some describe as
an “orphan spirit” or “father hunger”. This
affects us in various ways, and not least in
terms of our understanding of and
relationship with our Heavenly Father, who
for many is distant, remote and
disinterested, and even cruel. This day
seminar looks at God’s Father-Heart and
offers the opportunity to receive teaching
and ministry on a much needed theme.

Teaching to Equip:- Caring for our
Muslim Neighbours
16th September (provisional), 8.00
pm, MEC
In days when the reputation of Islam is
being questioned due to the atrocities of
extremist elements, it is important that we
do not fall prey to fear, but remember that
God loves Muslims and has called the
Church to display this love to every people
group. Arthur and Hilary Jones will provide
us with some insights into how we can
show Christian love to them in culturally
sensitive and appropriate ways, drawing
on their years of experience working with
Muslim communities.

Martyn

Please let Martyn Catterall know if you intend to be there,
so that we can scramble enough eggs.

From ‘Encounter with God’ ,
Scripture Union notes.

Gwen Taylor
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Please contact Liz Benstead by to book a breakfast.
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Mission
On Wednesday 13th May we have the
Message South Africa Night at Message
Enterprise Centre.
We've got an amazing event lined up with sets
by Dave Fidler and Lily-Jo. Launching the first Message South Africa mission
band. Andy Hawthorne and Tim Tucker will be sharing the vision of The
Message in South Africa. We will also meet some of The Message South
Africa team who are visiting the UK. *
It's going to be an amazing evening. Don't miss out. Tickets just £5
There will be food and drink on sale with a South African theme (Braai =
barbeque!). Alan Smith
Pebbles and Sling Intercession -for our nation and
community -and the work of mission in our own land.
On Mon 4th May at 8. 30 am we have a Prayer Breakfast at
David and Sheena’s Whitegates Cottage You are most
welcome to join us! Sheena

Rooms STILL required
Some of the Message SA team are coming over from Cape Town for
the Message Proximity Conference in May. It would be an
encouragement to Tim and Laura if we could support them practically
by providing accommodation for their team members. This
accommodation will be required from Tuesday 12th May to Tuesday
19th May for:
While some folk have come forward with hospitality, we still have a
need to find three single beds.
They will also require transporting in and out of the Message office in
Sharston. This needn't be done by the hosts. If you are able to help,
please let us know as soon as possible. Liz B and Alan S.
4
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Church Aloud
want to be even

louder.
You have probably enjoyed our
performances over the past year
and a bit but how about joining
in?
It’s fun, you don’t have to have any experience and best of all,
the audience won’t vote you out at the end of the week
We meet on Mondays
7.00-8:30 pm at
M.E.C.

'Love Hattersley' is an exciting outreach opportunity for families in and around the community.

Everyone is welcome
for fun and fellowship.
See Vicky or Louise
Lee for more details.

It begins with fun outdoor events between 1.00 pm. and 5.00 pm. including nail art, bike
safety talks, face painting, Eden bus and fun games.
This is followed by an evening event held at the hub between 7.00 pm. and 9.00 pm. which
will be suitable for believers and non-believers alike. This is a great chance to invite friends
and neighbours that don't know about God.

After our service at MEC on Sunday May 3rd we
will be having a Bring and Share Lunch.

Its an event filled with entertainment from our Lifecentre dancers, youth singers, Message
Enterprise band, Brightline and more alongside a mix of testimonies and mini-preach.

Everyone is welcome to stay and enjoy what
promises to be a wonderful spread. The idea
is that we all bring something that we love to
scoff with a view to sharing it and fellowship.

As well as inviting you along to these events, we are looking for practical support in
three areas. 1) advertising 2) volunteers and 3) prayer.
If you have skills in areas that we are covering or have a heart to volunteer for this event
please come and speak to us.
Rivkah Kneen
Youth & Community Worker, Lifecentre Hattersley, M: 07990747627,
www.lifecentre-hattersley.org.uk
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If you are new to the idea of a bring and
share, do speak to one of the older hands to
get ideas about what to bring along.
And if you forget and turn up empty handed,
stay and enjoy the food anyway!
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What, Where, When and Who
What happens in and around our
Churches, When it happens,
Where it takes place and Who to
contact for more details and to
volunteer.
Sundays

(see Diary Dates for full details)

10.30 am

Mottram Morning Worship

Do you want to take your ease and bask in the summer sun? If so
Margaret Howarth has a sun lounger going spare. It has a pink
floral cover.

Polar Explorers are coming to Mottram!
9.30 am to
11.30 am

Mums’ Bible Study

10.00 am

Men’s Group

MEC, Stalybridge Road
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016
martyn@mottramec.co.uk
10.30 am

Hattersley Morning Worship
Pinfold Primary School,
Hattersley
Jim Solomon 07985 029115

Monday
2.00 pm
To 4.00 pm

6.00 pm
to 7.30 pm

MEC/HCC Lads Cell

8.00 pm
to 10.00 pm

Small Groups
Various locations.
MEC Martyn Cooling
01457 238016

MEC
Louise Lee 01457 762173

to 12 noon
School term

MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

Tearfund Prayer Meeting

6.30 pm
to 8.00 pm
School term

Kids 4 Christ

7.00 pm
To 8.30 pm

Lifecentre Youth Group

Create Street Dance

7.45 pm
(2nd Mon
of Month)

Future Copy Deadlines
For a variety of reasons, the deadlines for future
editions of Insight will vary slightly from month to
month.

Thursdays
MEC Womans’ Prayer &
Bible Group.

Church Aloud

Venue varies.
Shirley Brierley 01457 764700

Tuesdays
11.15 am
to 12.45 pm
School term

Tuesday Café

5.15 pm
To 6.30 pm

Rock Chicks
Meeting Place (10-14’s)
Sam Patterson 07870 984863

7.00 pm
To 9.00 pm

HCC Prayer

8.00 pm

MEC
Linda Winson 01457 764225

Wednesdays
10.15 am
to 11.30 am

MEC (13 to 17’s)
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

10.00 am

7.00 pm to
8.30 pm

This years Summer Kids Club will take place between Monday 3rd to
Friday 7th August. David Preston and his team are putting together
the team to make this all happen and would love to hear from you if
you would like to get involved. No previous experience necessary but
you must have a heart for the children of our area and an ability to
have fun would be an advantage.

MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

MEC 2nd Weds of month
Paul Barlow 0161 366 8531

Mottram Monday Matinee
MEC
Debs F 07446 893445

Miscellany

4 Worthington Close,
Hattersley.
Sylvia Garry 0161 368 0952

MEC (Junior school age)
Jim Towell 0161 330 9058.
jim@towells.info

The Hub
Rivkah 07990 747627

The Hub
Rivkah 07990 747627
(8-12y 7pm, 13y+ 8pm)

Edition
June
July & August
September
October
November
December
January

Deadline
Sunday 24th May
Thursday 25th June
Sunday 16th August
Sunday 20th September
Sunday 18th October
Sunday 22nd November
Sunday 20th December

Published
Sunday 31st May
Sunday 5th July
Sunday 23rd August
Sunday 27th September
Sunday 25th October
Sunday 29th November
Sunday 27th December

I would like to remind you that we welcome contributions from everyone. Whether you have
been inspired by a particular verse, a splendid view, the actions of folk around you or in fact
anything, the readers of Insight would love to know. We can’t promise that we can publish
everything that is submitted, especially if it is copyright material but we will do our best.
Just email your contributions or hand them to us in person at church, on or before the
deadline date.

Stephen and Margaret

MEC Worship Group
MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

Articles for Insight—Sorry! We can’t be everywhere!
If you have photos or reports on Mottram or Hattersley church events, please send them to us for including in Insight
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
4 Hall Drive, Mottram, SK14 6LH 01457 764753
See the Diary Dates for the copy deadline.

Stephen and Margaret Winfield
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May Diary Dates
Sun 3rd

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

Mon 4th

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
12.30 pm

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley All Age Worship and Lord’s Supper
Mottram Bring and Share Lunch

8.30 am

Prayer 4 Our Nation (see Mission page)

Wed 6th

MEC

various

MEC Small Group Meetings

Fri 8th

HCC

7.00 pm

7-11 Prayer Night (at HBC to 11 pm)

Sat 9th

MEC

8.00 am

Mottram Mighty Men’s Breakfast

Sun 10th

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
4.30 pm

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship
Prayer 4 Youth

Wed 13th

MEC

10.00 am
7.00 pm

MEC

various

MEC Men’s Group
The Message South Africa Benefit Concert (£5 admission) at The
Message HQ.
MEC Small Group Meetings

Sat 16th

MEC

8.00 am

Longdendale Lovely Ladies’ Breakfast

Sun 17th

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship

Tue 19th

MEC

7.45 pm

Prayer 4 Prodigals

Wed 20th

MEC

8.00 pm

MEC Prayer and Vision Evening

HCC
MEC
UTD
MEC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
United MEC and HCC Worship with Tim Tucker (at MEC)
Glossop Churches United Prayer and Praise

Wed 27th

HCC
MEC

7.30 pm
various

Whole Church Bible Study (at HBC)
MEC Small Group Meetings

Thu 28th

UTD
UTD

1.00 pm
7.30 pm

Love Hattersley Day Events
Love Hattersley Evening Celebration (The Hub)

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Sun 24th

June Insight Deadline

Sun 31st

June Insight

MEC = Mottram Evangelical Church.
UTD = United Meetings (at MEC unless stated)
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Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley All Age Worship
HCC = Hattersley Community Church
HBC = Hattersley Baptist Church

Mottram Evangelical
Church

www.hattersleycc.co.uk

7

