... a people preparing for the coming King

January 2015
I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an
exceedingly great army. Ezekiel 37:10
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Martyn Cooling

Pastor, Mottram Evangelical Church

Mottram Evangelical Church
and

Hattersley Community Church
are interdependent churches who seek to be
evangelical in their understanding and
charismatic in their experience. Together we

live to glorify God, serve his church and reach
his world.
Insight is the monthly newsletter, prepared by
Margaret and Stephen Winfield and published
in print and on-line by Mottram Evangelical
Church, Stalybridge Road, Mottram, Hyde,
Cheshire. SK14 6NF. Tel. 01457 764113.

Articles for inclusion should be submitted
before the deadline indicated on the ’diary
dates’ page. Contributions should be sent to 4,
Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
We do ask that contributors submit their name
for inclusion with submissions, as personal
contributions are accepted on the
understanding that they are not necessarily the
opinions of the Editors or the Church Elders.
Church Child Protection Policy
All church children’s and young people’s work is
carried out by personnel who have undergone
disclosures and in accordance with the Church’s
Child Protection Policy. To view this policy
please call Jim on 01457 764113.’

On the cover
A little smorgasboard of
photos from the HCC and MEC
activities over the past month.
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As a people preparing for the
Coming King, during 2015 with
God’s help we will continue to aim
intentionally at

I have no doubt that the same God
wants to bless the “city” we are in here
in Longdendale and that He will do that
through us, His chosen people for this
area!

• reaching higher for greater intimacy

•

•

with God and a greater sense of his
presence
digging deeper to establish rock-solid
foundations for our faith in turbulent
times
stretching wider to influence our
community, our nation and our world for
the King!

God has always planned graciously to bless
the nations through His chosen and special
people. He committed to do this through a
covenant promise to Abraham (Genesis 12:13), and we discover God’s heart to bless the
nations all the way through the Bible.
Consider His challenge to the exiles in
Babylon through the prophet Jeremiah

“But seek the welfare of the city
where I have sent you into exile, and
pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in
its welfare you will find your
welfare” (Jeremiah 29:7).

www.mottramec.co.uk

After all, if we are not the channel
of God’s blessing to this community,
who will be?
So, this raises the question “how can we
bless our community?” What can we,
two small local churches, do to show
God’s favour for our communities in the
face of so much need and so many
challenges? What does God’s blessing
look like for (not an exhaustive list!) …

• the infirm, isolated and lonely
• the sick
• people struggling with mental health
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

issues
people from other faith groups
broken and hurting families
the unemployed
issues of injustice
people in debt
the homeless
bored and aimless youngsters
addicts?

What do you think?
In what ways might we begin to
display God’s kindness?
What is God calling us in MEC and HCC
to do about one/some of these issues?
What can we do that is distinctively
our means of blessing our
communities?
And note the promise contained in
Jeremiah 29: in the welfare of the city
is our welfare! Let us begin 2015
praying that God will equip, empower
and encourage us to seek the welfare
of the community in which He has
strategically and purposefully placed
us. And let us recognise and celebrate
with thanksgiving the works we are
already doing to show God’s desire to
bless.

Have a blessing-filled and
blessing-giving New Year!

Martyn
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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The Message
Post a guard at my mouth, God,
set a watch at the door of my lips.
Don’t let me so much as dream of evil or
thoughtlessly fall into bad company.
Psalm 141. v 3 & 4

Gwen Taylor

There should be no gentle counselling approach
to personal sin.
No compromise! No delay! No double-thinking! No excuses!

Christianity Explored: Who Will You Invite?

Simply ‘put them to death’.
Scripture Union Notes. Gwen Taylor
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be
quiet, until her righteousness goes
forth as brightness, and her salvation
as a burning torch. Isaiah 62:1
2015 Dates
9th January
13th February
13th March
10th April
8th May
12th June
10th July
11th September
9th October
13th November
11th December
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A call to the whole of Hattersley Community
Church to gather together in Jesus’ name, to
give thanks and to pray for spiritual
breakthrough in our church, community and
world.

We shall be running Christianity Explored again in early 2015 spread over 7
Monday evenings (7pm to 9pm) through January to March. On each evening, a
meal is provided for all those attending the session, and this is followed by a
discussion and a DVD presentation around a theme from the life of Jesus found in
Mark’s Gospel.
Now is the time to consider who you might invite to come along to these 7
sessions. For whom could you pray for an opportunity to speak about your faith? In
whom are you sowing the seed of the gospel in preparation for watering and
harvesting? Please pray about this opportunity!
If you are planning to invite someone, please come along with them (at least to the
first couple of sessions) until they get to know us! And do let us know that you are
coming so that we can make sure there is enough to eat
Martyn

Second Friday of every month, 7-11pm
@ Hattersley Baptist Church, Hattersley,
SK14 3RB
www.mottramec.co.uk
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All is Calm
On Wednesday 10th December, around 100
people from the community and local churches
were privileged to watch In Yer Face’s latest
production “All is Calm” at Pinfold School in
Hattersley.
Written and directed by Matt Britton, this production
combined acting, music and authentic film/
photography from WW1 to provide a moving and
thought provoking exploration of the events leading
up to and surrounding a ceasefire on Christmas Day
one hundred years ago. On that day in 1914, a
surprising peace broke out between the previously
hate-motivated German and Allied forces in the
frozen, miserable and war-devastated no-man’s land
between the trenches. The sound of Christmas carols
punctuated the terrible silence, gifts were exchanged
between opposing forces and a now famous series of
football matches were played all along the line.
Drawing on these events, the play explored not only
the terrible impact of war on the men at the front
lines, but also some of the significant challenges
faced by their wives, mothers and sisters working in
the munitions factories at home. The ladies showed
that the men were not the only ones who could play
football, forming a women’s league to improve morale
and support the war effort.
Pulling no punches, All is Calm addressed one of the most difficult questions that many of us ever
face: “where is God” in the midst of pain, death and misery? How could anyone experience God’s
presence and peace in the horror of war? The play helped its audience to feel something of the
crisis of faith that suffering can bring, and the mental and emotional anguish that the families of
those affected by war can face. And yet in the midst of all this, it held out
great hope that peace can be discovered even in the middle of conflict.
During the extensive tour of schools, prisons, churches and even the
Imperial War Museum, the In Yer Face cast have brilliantly presented this
message of hope through Jesus Christ to thousands of people and have
distributed to these audiences replicas of the SGM John’s Gospels which
were handed out to the troops in WW1. Do pray that, as 100 years ago,
God will use this incredible story and this portion of His Word to transform
many lives.

Martyn
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HCC
Create Street Dance.
On a Thursday evening at The Hub we have
been working with two groups of young
dancers. Our first group are ages 8-12 years
old and our older group are 13 years and up.
We have been working with them for 16
months now and have really got to know
these young people. We have had the
honour of seeing their dance skills
developing, their confidence rising and for
some their behaviour improving.
We have, over the 16 months, done a couple
of small fundraiser performances. However,
at the end of November we decided to
challenge them. So we had them guest
perform in a big dance show at the forum
theatre in Romiley. They were performing
about 15 dances in front of 240 paying
audience members. We were extremely
proud of the hard work and dedication they
put into every dance rehearsal, and for some
of the it was their first big performance, and
for our new members their first public
performance.
We are extremely impressed with the outcome of
their performance and really looking forward for
continual dance sessions to see what our next
challenge and adventure could be for the New
Year.
We welcome any new members to our Thursday
Evening Street dance session at the Hub. Might
we see you there?

Rivkah.
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Christmas Meal
We celebrated in style
this year, with an
International flavour,
eclectically brought
together by ‘Wonder
Woman….’
We had a very happy evening with lots of hot
food, laughter and entertainment. The photos
show the Ugandan dance sketch, grass skirts and
all: men and women dance to the beat of the
African drums (played by Martin).
We had songs, poems and carols. Jed also did an
impromptu gymnastics display with his shadow,
Rivkah – though the shadow was not as agile as
Jed! And Jez gave us a preview of his new album
with 3 great songs: look out for his new album in
the new year.
One member commented the evening ”reminded
me of how we celebrated
Christmas as a child. It was
genuine”; and it was also
great fun!

Ruth

Launch Evening
17th January 2015
7.30 pm

Hattersley Community Church
@ Pinfold Primary School
Hattersley Road East
Hyde SK14 3NL
www.jezsmith.org.uk
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Sunday youth
I just want to give a
big shout out to our
Sunday youth at
MEC.

Monday Matinee celebrated in style
through this Christmas season!
Janet Dentith taught us how to make
decorative Christmas trees using just a book and
a few bits of sparkle.
The following week Shirley Brierley shared her
floral skills with some lovely garland candle
holders for us to arrange.
On the 15th
December we
had our
Christmas
party, complete
with mulled
wine,
entertainment
from the
Isherwoods and
pressies galore.
The afternoon
came together
with some carols
and a look
at the 'Silent Night' service that remembers the
1914 truce on Christmas day between the
German and English soldiers.

They have helped in so
many unseen ways
these last few months.
From waiting on at the Big Night Out to helping
pack at the Shoebox Appeal, making treats for
our Matinee folk, sorting props and serving at
the concert and not to mention all their hard
work in practising for the 'Bethlehemian
Rhapsody' puppet show.
The best part is… they're totally willing and do
it with a smile! We're very proud to have you in
our church family and pray that you will know
Gods blessing in your lives and through your
kindness.

'I see a generation rising up to take their place,
with selfless faith'
Hosanna, Hillsong United.

Thank you to everyone who helped wrap,
fill, collect, sort and load shoeboxes in
2014.
From the Manchester warehouse alone we sent
10,000 boxes to Belarus, 8000 to Zambia, 8000
to Kyrgyzstan and 8000 to Swaziland. In fact
there are still a few hundred still in the pipeline.
So as Martyn Catterall would say, that’s 34,000
smiles.

Debs.
So is that it until next year? Not really. Operation
Christmas Child is just one part of what
Samaritan’s Purse is all about worldwide. They
are currently in Liberia, South Sudan, Iraq and
the Philippines, working alongside government
and UN agencies and bringing relief and
demonstrating the love of God. Find out more at
www.samritans-purse.org.uk,

Stephen

Many thanks to all who have contributed and
supported the work of the Matinee over the last
12 months, both practically and in prayer. Roll on
2015 …There's plenty more in the pipeline!

Debs
6
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Learning to Minister like Jesus (part 2)
Saturday 10th January., MEC, 10 am to 4 pm
Martyn Smith

Area of Equipping:

Personal Ministry

Free (voluntary donations welcome)
Martyn Smith was formerly an Anglican vicar and then the pastor of Manchester Vineyard
Church before leaving to establish the Kingdom Life Academy which exists to provide training
for churches. KLA aims at equipping ordinary church members to grow in skill and
confidence in various areas of ministry and service.

As Insight goes to print, our partner church in
Dodoma will be laying the first foundation blocks
for the new medical centre, under the supervision
of the architect.

The early church learned how to minister like Jesus did. In Romans 15:17-20 Paul talks about
leading people to Christ through what he has said and done, and in the power of the Spirit. It
is this combination of compassion, preaching and signs and wonders that had a tremendous
impact on growing the kingdom. We have a huge passion that the church should learn to
minister like this - like Jesus did! Topics covered include: Mobilising for Power Ministry,
Values for the Healing Ministry, The Ministry of Jesus, Patterns for Jesus' Ministry,
Empowering the Church For Ministry, A Framework for Ministry.

Martyn

It is very exciting and very faith stretching, as the journey has
only just begun and we have only the money to get to the stage
we are currently at! But that’s all we need for now, so Praise
God! Thank you for your prayers and encouragement.

11th January
between 4 pm and 6 pm

The Health Centre plans were passed by the Tanzania
Government and they visited the chosen plot. The photos taken
by Zeph, show the Government officer checking the plot of land
where the health centre will be. In the background you can see
the greenery of the shambas (fields) that are watered from the
well that we drilled there, many years ago and which still
provides plenty of good water.
Following approval the next step is laying the foundations. The church want to do this before the rains,
so we are sending them out £2,000 to do this. The church members themselves will do the labouring. In
Tanzania the way they go about building is very different than here in the UK. When they have the
money they build, when they don’t have the money, they stop until they do. So laying the foundations is
the logical next step.*
Enjoy this faith adventure with us and let us see what God will do to provide the first health resources to
our Dodoma family and community.
Ruth (contact me on 07854688373)
* When I was lucky to spend a few days assisting in building their church office a couple of years ago, I realised their

building method is very labour intensive with minimal equipment. While this meant a lot of back breaking work - we
were lifting and carrying blocks by hand for example where here we would at least use a wheelbarrow - it did mean
that every penny possible went into the building.
Stephen
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Messy Church takes place at Tintwistle
URC every second Sunday of each month.

•
•
•
•

It is open to primary school aged children
and features
Art and craft activities
Bible story or theme
Songs
Food

No cost, donations welcome. URC Church (Old Road, Tintwistle, SK13 1JY)

Please see me for more information Marie Beasley (07899887783)

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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What, Where, When and Who
What happens in and around our
Churches, When it happens,
Where it takes place and Who to
contact for more details and to
volunteer.
Sundays

(see Diary Dates for full details)

10.30 am

Mottram Morning Worship
MEC, Stalybridge Road
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016
martyn@mottramec.co.uk

10.30 am

Hattersley Morning Worship
Pinfold Primary School, Hattersley
Jim Solomon 07985 029115

6.30 pm
To 8.00 pm

9.30 am to
11.30 am

Mums’ Bible Study

10.00 am

Men’s Group

MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

MEC 2nd Weds of month
Paul Barlow 0161 366 8531

An industrial dishwasher was purchased by
the café in order to cope with the increasing workload!

6.00 pm
to 7.30 pm

MEC/HCC Lads Cell

8.00 pm
to 10.00 pm

Small Groups
Various locations.
MEC Martyn Cooling
01457 238016

If you wish to join the team or assist in any way, please see Lynda Winson.

MEC (13 to 17’s)
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Sue Lancashire

Thursdays
10.00 am

MEC Womans’ Prayer &
Bible Group.

MEC
Debs F 07446 893445

to 12 noon
School term

MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

7.00 pm to
8.30 pm

Church Aloud

6.30 pm
to 8.00 pm
School term

Kids 4 Christ

7.45 pm
(2nd Mon
of Month)

Tearfund Prayer Meeting
Venue varies.
Shirley Brierley 01457 764700

7.00 pm
To 8.30 pm

Lifecentre Youth Group

11.15 am
to 12.45 pm
School term

Tuesday Café

7.00 pm
To 9.00 pm

Create Street Dance

5.15 pm
To 6.30 pm

Rock Chicks
Meeting Place (10-14’s)
Sam Patterson 07870 984863

8.00 pm

HCC Prayer

Fridays

Monday
2.00 pm
To 4.00 pm

Mottram Monday Matinee

MEC
Louise Lee 01457 762173

Tuesdays
MEC
Linda Winson 01457 764225

MEC (Junior school age)
Jim Towell 0161 330 9058.
jim@towells.info

The Hub
Rivkah 07990 747627

The Hub
Rivkah 07990 747627
(8-12y 7pm, 13y+ 8pm)

MEC Worship Group
MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

life prayer watch
Manchester House of Prayer are hosting another Life Prayer Watch
at the image office on Sunday January 11 from 8-10pm. If anyone wants to
come let me know so that we can try to sort out transport. Chris F.
If you attended the recent In Yer Face presentation of All is Calm and
want to make a donation towards their work, just visit the web site
www.message.org.uk/donate Stephen
The February Insight Copy Deadline will be on Sunday 18th January.
Please note that the March edition will not be produced until Sunday
1st March so please include diary dates for the February Insight up
to and including Sunday 1st March.

Stephen and Margaret

Wednesdays
10.15 am
to 11.30 am

2014 was a busy and profitable year for
Tuesday café and the team are grateful to
their customers for their loyal support.

The charities that received donations from the café proceeds last year were
Hattersley Life Centre, Willow Rose Fund, image, Barnabas Fund (Syria
Project), Trinity School, Mustard Tree, Gideons, Tearfund (Iraq Crisis and
Philippine Typhoon Appeals) and school sponsorships for 2 African
students.

‘Ish (18-25’s)
Debs F 07446 893445

Miscellany

4 Worthington Close, Hattersley.
Sylvia Garry 0161 368 0952

7.30 pm
to 9.00 pm
School Term

Young People’s Group
MEC (Secondary Age)
Debs F 07446 893445

Articles for Insight—Sorry! We can’t be everywhere!
If you have photos or reports on Mottram or Hattersley church events, please send them to us for including in Insight
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
4 Hall Drive, Mottram, SK14 6LH 01457 764753
See the Diary Dates for the copy deadline.

Stephen and Margaret Winfield
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January Diary Dates
Sun 4th

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper

Fri 9th

HCC

7.00 pm

7-11 Prayer Night (at HBC to 11 pm)

Sat 10th

MEC

10.00 am

Teaching to Equip: Learning to Minister Like Jesus
(P2)

Sun 11th

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
4.30 pm

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship
Prayer 4 Youth

Wed 14th

MEC

10.00 am

MEC Men’s Group

Sat 17th

MEC

8.00 am

Lovely Longdendale Ladies Breakfast

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship

Mon 19th

MEC

7.00 pm

Christianity Explored: Session 1

Tue 20th

MEC

7.45 pm

Prayer 4 Prodigals

Wed 21st

HCC
MEC

7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Whole Church Bible Study (at HBC)
MEC Members’ Meeting

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Prayer 4 Church
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley All Age Worship and Lord’s Supper

MEC

7.00 pm

Christianity Explored: Session 2

Sun 18th

February Insight Deadline

Sun 25th

Mon 26th

February 2015 Insight

MEC = Mottram Evangelical Church.
UTD = United Meetings (at MEC unless stated)
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Mottram Evangelical
Church

HCC = Hattersley Community Church
HBC = Hattersley Baptist Church

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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