“...Behold, I have set before you an open door,
which no one is able to shut. ...” Revelation 3:8

February 2014
I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an
exceedingly great army. Ezekiel 37:10
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Martyn Cooling

Pastor, Mottram Evangelical Church

Mottram Evangelical Church
and

Hattersley Community Church
are interdependent churches who seek to
be evangelical in their understanding and
charismatic in their experience. Together

we live to glorify God, serve his church and
reach his world.
Insight is the monthly newsletter,
prepared by Margaret and Stephen
Winfield and published in print and on-line
by Mottram Evangelical Church, Stalybridge
Road, Mottram, Hyde, Cheshire. SK14 6NF.
Tel. 01457 764113.
Articles for inclusion should be submitted
before the deadline indicated on the ’diary
dates’ page. Contributions should be sent
to 4, Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
We do ask that contributors submit their
name for inclusion with submissions, as
personal contributions are accepted on the
understanding that they are not necessarily
the opinions of the Editors or the Church
Elders.
Church Child Protection Policy
All church children’s and young people’s
work is carried out by personnel who have
undergone disclosures and in accordance
with the Church’s Child Protection Policy.
To view this policy please call Jim on 01457
764113.’

As we continue into 2014, my heart is
increasingly stirred by a deep ache to
see salvation come and to witness the
transforming power of the gospel in
individual lives, families, the wider
community and the nation at large.
As we survey the scene around the UK, it is
evident that our parliamentary democracy,
the National Health Service, free education
and our benefits and welfare system all
lack the power to lift people from the
hopelessness and loneliness that pervade
our society. All around us are people
whom God loves deeply and yet are blind
to the gospel and many are trapped in
poverty, lack basic life skills, suffer
addictions and health problems and
struggle to find meaningful employment.
I thank God for Street Pastors, Eden
teams, shelters for the homeless, food
banks, debt counselling and many
other necessary and practical ways
the Church expresses the love of
Christ to the least, the last and the
lost.
And yet, despite the wonderful efforts of
God’s people, the UK Church continues to
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decline and lose touch with many ordinary
people. Latest statistics indicate that up to
70% of the UK population are closed to an
invite to church.
I am no gardener, so forgive my ignorance,
but as I understand the way things are, we
can dig the soil, breaking up fallow ground.
We can sow seeds. We can even water the
ground. But only God has the power to
bring planted seeds to life and produce a
harvest of fruit! And this applies as much
to harvesting a spiritual crop of lives
marked by the gospel as to growing
potatoes on the allotment!
Is not NOW the time to regain our
confidence in proclaiming the gospel of
Jesus Christ to radically transform lives? If
so, what response from God’s people is
appropriate?
Consider Luke 10:1-2. Here, Jesus
instructs his disciples that when there is a
great field full of opportunity for harvesting
a significant crop, our first responsibility is
to PRAY, asking the Lord of the harvest to
send workers out into the fields! If we
want to witness a harvest, it begins with
prayer. Indeed, the Lord has graciously

reminded us of the priority of prayer during
our times of prayer and fasting in 2013,
particularly of praying together.
One of the great authorities on spiritual
awakenings (revivals) in the church, Dr. J
Edwin Orr, highlighted the vital place of
prayer together in the following way:

“No great spiritual awakening has begun
anywhere in the world apart from united
prayer.”
Praying together does not necessarily
guarantee revival, but church history
indicates that there will be no spiritual
awakening in our nation without united
prayer! (2 Chronicles 7:14)
May the Lord ignite in each of us such
a fire of passion for the glory of God
to be revealed in salvation across this
nation that we are willing to humble
ourselves enough to pray: to pray
fervently, to pray
without ceasing and to
pray together.

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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The Message

Christianity Explored
What’s this life all about?

Let my cry come right into your presence, God; provide me
with the insight that comes only from your Word.

What happens when it is over?
Who is Jesus and what did he come to do?

For those who love whatever you reveal, everything fits—no
stumbling around in the dark for them.

What has all this to do with me?

Christianity Explored

Psalm119 v170 and 165
Gwen Taylor
“Loving Father, you are all light.
Shine that light into the places of my heart, and speak to me.”
Annabel Robinson, recently retired from the University of Regina and now
working for Scripture Union Canada.
Gwen Taylor
MEC Together Prayer
You are cordially invited to join together for prayer
together in MEC at the following regular times
(why not put these in your dairy):
Every Sunday morning at 10:10-10:25
in the youth room to pray for the
church
Every Tuesday morning at 9:15 in the
youth room if you are a member of the Wider
Leadership Team

Is an informal 7-week course for people who’d like
to investigate Christianity, or just brush up on the
basics. The course lays the essential foundation
for understanding the Christian
The course runs from 7 pm to 9 pm on Monday
faith.

evenings at Mottram Evangelical Church as follows:
3rd
10th
24th
3rd
8th
10th

Feb
Feb
Feb
Mar
Mar
Mar

Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Away Day
Week 7

Why
Why
Why
How

did Jesus come?
did Jesus die?
did Jesus rise?
can God accept us?

What does it mean to
follow Jesus?

Come as you are, bringing your
questions, and enjoy a free meal
as we explore who Jesus I and
why this matters.
You will not be asked to pray, to
sing or to read the Bible aloud!

Full English February
Calling the mighty
men of Mottram.
The next men’s
breakfast dates are
as follows.
February 8th and
March 8th

Every second Sunday afternoon at 16:30 to pray for the youth ministry
Every third Tuesday evening at 19:45 to pray for prodigals
Every second Wednesday evening at 20:00 to pray for a variety of issues (small groups will
be cancelled on these evenings in order to allow as many as possible to participate in these evenings)
Every Thursday morning at 10:00 am at MEC for ladies to pray for a variety of issues.
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Please get the dates booked in
your diaries now!
We begin at 8 am and finish by 10
am on each of these occasions.
If you could let Martyn Catterall
know you are breakfasting, it will help with the sausage count
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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Vacancy

‘Having served in South Africa for over 15 years in
church-based youth work and sports ministry, I am
now extremely excited to be involved in bringing The
Message to South Africa.
‘I believe God has paved the way for this ministry and
I look forward to seeing how we can add value to the
tremendous Kingdom work that many churches and
organisations are already doing.
‘I ask for your prayers as we establish The Message
SA and look forward to further discussing with you
how we can effectively partner in the gospel of Christ.’

We have an immediate and important
vacancy for helpers in the Sunday
morning children’s ministry, Kids Church,
working with the 5-11 year olds.
After years of faithfully serving in this
area of church life, Stephen and Margaret believe it is time to “hang up their boots”
and make way for others to minister in this area. We give thanks to God for
Stephen and Margaret’s service, and are very grateful for their example of
faithfulness and fun to so many children over the years! Thank-you very much to
both of you.
Now it is time to ask God to provide new workers in this harvest field!
Could that be you?
If you feel that God may be stirring your heart for this area of ministry, please
speak with Jim Towell.

Why The Message South Africa?
Cape Town, like much of urban South Africa, is a place of sharp contrasts, with wealthy
cosmopolitan suburbs in close proximity to underprivileged urban ghettos. A consequence of
this disparity is a disenfranchised youth that are
being recruited into gangs and a lifestyle of
alcohol, drug-abuse and crime.
The Message SA will work with hard-to-reach
young people, seeking to break the cycle of
poverty, unemployment, gangsterism and crime
that negatively impacts young people in
communities across Cape Town. Our desire is to
build upon what The Message has learned in the
UK and adapt it for the South African context.
What is developed in Cape Town can then be
multiplied to other urban areas in South Africa
and, in time, to other African countries.
The initial goal is to focus upon hard-to-reach
young people in tough urban communities and
prisons, and to develop a strategic intervention
that will enable these young people to lead a
transformed life in Christ and in community.

Tim Tucker, National Director, Message SA:
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At the start of 2014
Hattersley
Community Church
met for a week of
prayer.
During one of the
evenings, the Lord
burdened us with a
sense that He wanted
us to be more involved
with Israel. In
response to this, we’re
going to actively seek
to understand more
about God’s purposes for Israel as a nation and how we as a church fellowship
fit in.
To kick start our journey we’ve invited Geoff and Sue Lancashire from MEC to
come and share with us why they’ve got such a heart for Israel. Please join us
on 5th February. Jim Solomon
www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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HCC New Year Party

Food Bank Update
Firstly we would like to say a massive
thank you to all who have contributed
to the food bank over the last couple
of years. Your generosity and prayers
are very much appreciated by the
people who organise this much
needed ministry and those who rely
on the food they receive.

We had a very happy afternoon at
our New Year Party in January
Lots of children came and also
friends of families with their children.
We played old games and new
games, ate a lot and talked a lot:
a great way to welcome the new
year in and celebrate Jesus's love for
us as a family.

The people who receive the food continue
to be referred by agencies who ensure that
they feed those in genuine need. The
purpose of the food bank has always been
to help address poverty, need and to aid
those in distress. The amount of people
needing help doubled in the later part of
last year. We take the food contributions
every week to the Baptist Church at
Hattersley and they feed around 100
people every month.

Ruth

Need increasing

We would like to express our gratitude to all who
have demonstrated the love of God to us in so
many ways since our arrival in Mottram!
We have been deeply moved by your generosity in so
many different ways and have been encouraged and
strengthened by your kindness. We are very conscious
that we have not always managed to express adequately
our appreciation for your gifts, your affirmation, your
hospitality and your loving challenge and admonition, and
so we want to take this opportunity to let you know that we are deeply blessed to be
part of what God is doing here in MEC.
We particularly appreciate your prayers, especially for our boys, and ask for your
continued partnership in intercession for them and for our housing situation during
2014!

Martyn and Susan
5
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Furthermore, because the need is
increasing a new distribution centre has
opened at St. Mary's Church Hollingworth.
On occasions supermarket food collections
are arranged to boost the amount of
groceries required to meet demand.

The food bank have
now become a a
registered charity
called Tameside
South and
Longendale
Foodbank Ltd. and
so is separate from
any specific
distributing church.
We are sure you
have noted that the
media frequently
report the growth of
food banks all over
our country. The
need to embrace the
words "I was hungry
and you fed me"
becomes more and
more pertinent.
Once again thank you for your support over
the last year, and we hope and pray that
you will continue to pray for the work and
to continue donating food items in 2014.

Bless you all, love Andrew & Jan.
tamesidesouthlongdendale.foodbank.org.uk

T A N ZA N IA (U K ) TR U ST
R egistered C harity No. 1133490

w w w .tanzaniauk.org.uk

Are you Interested in seeing what God is doing in Tanzania?
Come and join us for an Away Morning, together
9:30—12:30 Saturday 15th February
Romiley Life Centre, Church Lane SK6 4BN
All are welcome. Ruth

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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The Men of
Mottram are
invited to
gather for
brunch at
11.30 am on
Wednesday
5th February
at MEC.

Men’s
Brunch

This will provide an opportunity for some fun and food together and to explore the
possibility of a regular day-time get-together for fellowship. If you would like to be
part of this, do let Paul Barlow or Andy Peyton know to ensure that there is
sufficient food to go round!

There’s a real sense that husbands, fathers,
brothers, sons and friends need our spiritual
support.
We’re inviting women to come together for
a time or prayer, sharing of fellowship and a
seeking of God’s heart for our men.
Saturday 8th February from 10:0011:30@MEC
Cakes and drinks will be provided
Please let Vicky Percy or Susan Cooling know if you are interested so that they
can plan appropriately.

Our next church weekend away is
to be held again at Cloverley Hall
in Shropshire.
It would be good if as many
regular attenders of MEC were
able to attend this weekend as
possible!
We plan to arrive for an early
evening meal on Friday 9th May
and to depart
after lunch on Sunday 11th May.
Booking forms have been circulated.
A deposit will be required to confirm
your attendance with full settlement of
the balance by the end of next month.
If the cost of the weekend is
prohibitive for you, please discuss this
with Martyn or Susan. We do not
want anyone to feel that they are
unable to attend because of finances!
Cloverley Hall, Calverhall, Nr.
Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 4PH
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drink for making this event possible for the youth
leaders).

Satan's Lures

Message band Vital Sings joined us on January
17th and spent the evening rapping to the young
people about how their lives were in a downward
spiral of drugs, abuse and despair but how they
have been rescued from hopelessness by
encountering Jesus. At YPG, 11 young people

MEC hosted the first of this years 'One' events on
January 19th. Around 60 young people came along
and the feedback was really positive. Jenny Frost
shared a very thought provoking talk based on
John 14 vs 12-14 about God having great works for
each of us and that understanding the way he sees
us, will unlock the potential that lies within. It was
a very encouraging night and there was a definite
sense of God's presence. Following the event, three
people approached us from different
responded to hearing the gospel and a
churches, eager to be involved with the
number of our Late Lounge regulars
steering team. I'm excited at what God
are now attending Christianity
is doing through 'One' and it is a
Explored off the back of the
privilege to see the young people
recommendation from the band. This
steadily grow in their relationships with
is an amazing answer to prayer. It's
God and each other. The next 'One' will
clear that God's upto something new
be held at All Saints in Marple on March
within the youth work and we would ask you to
9th.
stand with us in continuing to lift the young people
and youth leaders upto God, inparticular that we
Youth update
would faithfully and wisely follow up with those
who responded and that God will protect the seed
Before the Christmas break we took the young
people to Altrincham Ice rink and then headed back that has been sown. If you would like to join the
youth team for updates and specific prayer
to MEC for a stayover. It was a fun night and the
youth thoroughly enjoyed being pitted against each requests then we would love you to join us at
Prayer4Youth from 4.30-5.30, the second Sunday
other in an eating contest. Which included raw
onion, chillies, mustard filled doughnuts and eating of each month at MEC.
a banana through a pair of tights! (A big thank you
Dynamic Debs
goes out to the makers of a well known energy
Our next walk will be on Saturday 22nd February 10:00 from MEC
It will be about 4 miles and good clothing and footwear essential, then
back to church for some food. I will need to know who will be coming for
catering purposes.
As usual, while we take care with our route, persons taking part do so at
their own risk. Martyn Catterall
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Satan loves the sport of
fishing.
His tackle box filled with bait,
he goes out to the lake of life
to cast his line…and wait.
The devil knows us, every one
and knows which lures to use.
In accordance with our weaknesses
he determines which to choose.

No pun intended - but please accept my
heartfelt thanks for all your prayers and the
multitude of get well cards. One of the
nurses described it as record number.
I can’t wait to share testimony of God’s
Blessings and Sovereignty in what the
doctors have described as a heart attack
that it was amazing to have survived.
Thank you also for your prayers for Barbara
– as it is absolutely true that the experience
can be far worse and far more distressing
for those who love us.
There were no Gideon Bibles in Manchester
Royal Infirmary or Tameside Hospital – but
when Barbara brought in my New
Testament & Psalms, there was only one
post-it sticking out at Psalm 32 verse 8.
“I will instruct you and teach you the way
you should go; I will counsel you with my
eye upon you.”

Dishonesty, pornography,
pride, selfishness and hate.
False witness, greed, the list goes on..
The sin becomes the bait.
Many bite and are deceived.
And in a snap they’re hooked.
They learn too late that Satan’s bait
is not as it had looked.
Our Savior hopes we choose the right
for this life is our test;
and when we choose to follow Him
we truly will be blessed.
So feed on Heavenly Fathers words.
Great blessings will be yours,
as you watch and pray, and stay away
from Satan and his lures.
Ron Tranmer 1940 - Alan Smith

It was really encouraging to know that
there was still a way to go, and even more
assuring to know that He had His eye upon
me.
Every Blessing, Peter

www.hattersleycc.co.uk
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What, Where, When and Who
What happens in and around our Churches,
When it happens,
Where it takes place and Who to contact for
more details and to volunteer.

Sundays

10.30 am

(see Diary Dates for full
details)

Mottram Morning Worship
MEC, Stalybridge Road
Martyn Cooling 01457 238016
martyn@mottramec.co.uk

10.30 am

Hattersley Morning
Worship
Pinfold Primary School,
Hattersley
Jim Solomon 07985 029115

6.30 pm
To 8.00 pm

‘Ish (18-25’s)

7.45 pm
(2nd Mon
of Month)

Debs F 07446 893445

Mottram Monday Matinee
MEC
Debs F 07446 893445

Tearfund Prayer Meeting
Venue varies.
Shirley Brierley 01457 764700

Tuesdays
11.15 am
Tuesday Café
to 12.45 pm MEC
School term Linda Winson 01457 764225
4.30 pm
The Girlee Crew
To 6.00 pm MEC
School Term Louise Lee 01457 762173
6.30 pm to
8.00 pm

Wednesdays
9.30 am
HCC Prayer
to 11.00 am 4 Worthington Close,
Hattersley.
Sylvia Garry 0161 368 0952
9.30 am to
11.30 am

Mum’s Bible Study

6.00 pm
to 7.30 pm

MEC/HCC Lads Cell

MEC
Susan Cooling 01457 238016

MEC (13 to 17’s)
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

8.00 pm
Small Groups
to 10.00 pm Various locations.
MEC Martyn Cooling
01457 238016

Church Aloud
MEC
Louise Lee 01457 762173

Church Aloud want to be even

louder.

After the success of our recent performances we
have decided to carry on meeting together
but we need more members!
We meet on Tuesdays 6:30-8:00pm at M.E.C.
Everyone is welcome for fun and fellowship. See
Vicky or Louise Lee for more details.

Tanzanian Trust UK
have another
market stall at
Hyde on Friday
28th Feb. If anyone
has any bric-a brac,
DVDs, CDs etc to
donate our way to
raise money for the
Medical Trip this April,
please
see me
or Alan
Smith.

Ruth

Joel Fisher’s Dedication

Thursdays

Monday
2.00 pm
To 4.00 pm

Miscellany

10.00 am

MEC Womans Prayer &
Bible Group.

to 12 noon
School term

MEC
Alison Fewster 01457 762676

6.30 pm
to 8.00 pm
School term

Kids 4 Christ

8.00 pm

MEC Worship Group

MEC (Junior school age)
Jim Towell 0161 330 9058.
jim@towells.info

MEC
Alan Kendrick 01457 853747

Fridays
7.30 pm
Young People’s Group
to 9.00 pm MEC (Secondary Age)
School Term Debs F 07446 893445
9.30 pm
Late Lounge
To 11.00 pm MEC (16 to 21 years)
Debs F 07446 893445
Simon Davidson 07770 427313

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We feel truly blessed by the way you
demonstrated your love and support
for us as a family at the dedication of
Joel. We feel honoured to be part of a
church that serves and loves
unconditionally. We are confident that
Joel will grow up in a church that expresses God's heart for
people.
Thank you for praying for our friends and family. We had some
exciting feedback from a non-Christian friend who said: "The
church is so much like a family. Were they always loving like
that with you? It looks like a wonderful community to be part
of." Wow! Praise God - He is at work!
Thank you for all the catering and clean-up operation - we were
overwhelmed by it all!
Love and God bless, Jo, Andy and Joel x

As usual, February
is a short month.
So the deadline
for the March
issue of Insight is
Sunday 16th
February

Articles for Insight—Sorry! We can’t be everywhere!
If you have photos or reports on Mottram or Hattersley church events, please send them to us for including in Insight
stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com
4 Hall Drive, Mottram, SK14 6LH 01457 764753
See the Diary Dates for the copy deadline.

Stephen & Margaret Winfield
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Insight February Diary Dates
Sun 2nd

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Mottram Sunday Prayer
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship

Mon 3rd

MEC

7.00 pm

Christianity Explored. Week 3. Sin: Why
did Jesus come?

Wed 5th

MEC
HCC

11.30 am
8.00 pm

Brunch for Men (of a certain age!)
A Taste of Israel

Sat 8th

MEC
MEC

8.00 am
10.00 am

Mottram Mighty Men’s Breakfast
Prayer for Men

Sun 9th

HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
4.30 pm

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Mottram Sunday Prayer
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship
Prayer for Youth

Mon 10th

MEC

7.00 pm

Christianity Explored. Week 4. The Cross: Why
did Jesus die?

Wed 12th

HCC
MEC

8.00 pm
8.00 pm

HCC Whole Church Bible Study
MEC Members Meeting

Sun 16th

March Insight Deadline
HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Mottram Morning Prayer
Mottram Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper
Hattersley Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper

Mon 17th

MEC

7.00 pm

Christianity Explored. Week 5. Resurrection: Why did Jesus die?

Tue 18th

MEC

7.45 pm

Prayer for Prodigals

Wed 19th

HCC

7.00 pm

HCC Whole Church Prayer Gathering

Sun 23rd

March Insight
HCC
MEC
MEC
HCC
MEC

9.45 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm

Mon 24th to Thurs 27th
Wed 26th

HCC

Hattersley Sunday Prayer
Mottram Morning Prayer
Mottram Morning Worship
Hattersley Morning Worship
MEC Missions Sunday Bring and Share Lunch
Life in the Spirit Conference. Swanwick

8.00 pm

HCC Whole Church Bible Study

MEC = Mottram Evangelical Church. HCC = Hattersley Community Church
UTD = United Meetings (at MEC unless stated)
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